


Johnny Leach's forcing shots send 
the ball over the net with pin-point accuracy 
and exact length. He chooses Halex because 
the ball has to spin perfectly, has to stand the 
force of tremendous smashes - in fact it has 
to be the best. 

Approved by the International English, Scottish 
and Welsh Table Tennis Association for Match 
and Championship play. 
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HALEX 3 STAR HALEX2 STAR 
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Consider all these· Green Flash fea
tures too; air cooled. Yt;!ltilex canvas 
uppers, Dunlopillo cushioned arch
support insoles, and sturdy pebbled 
toe-caps for long wear. 

Boy"s' 3-5, 25/9d. 
Women's 6-8, 26/7d. 

Men's ·6-12, 29/4d. 

sports shoes 
When you face a tough table-tennis 
match, trust the famous non-slip 
soles of your Dunlop Green Flash 
shoes to grip the floor no matter how 
often your opponent has ·you on 
your toes. They give all the flexible 
comfort and coolness which have 
made Dunlop a famous name in 
sporting footwear. The exclusive 
green-moulded chevron pattern·takes 
your weight at any angle, giving all
important confidence as you stride 
after difficult returns. 

In the wide range of· ·Dunlop 
sports shoes, at prices from 6/9d 
to 29 /4d, there is one to suit 
your particular need. 

DUNLOP RUBBER CO. LIMITED (FOOTWEAR DIVISION) • SPEKE · LIVERPOOL •  19 
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WINSTON CHURCHILL 

80
TH 

BIRTHDAY 

PRESENTATION FUND 

• Sir Winston Churchill will be 80 years old on November 30. 
8 The occasion presents a unique opportun_ity fo� makin_g known to the 

Prime Minister the esteem and affection m which he 1s held, and the 
gratitude felt to him by many millions of people in all parts of th� world. 

• The Presentation will be accompanied by a Register of Contribu�ors, 
which will include names of contributors but not the amounts given. 

All contributions however small, will be welcome and should ' 
be sent with this form. 

Co NTRIBUTION FORM ...................... . 
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Hon. Treasurer, Sir Winston Churchill 80th Birthday Presentat10n Fund, 156 Charing Cross Road, London, W.C.2. ::::■ : ::
:: ::. I I as my contribution to the Sir Winston Churchill 80�;c ���hd�y • p�����ta0ti�� • F��d. (Cheques should be made payable to: Churchill Presentation Fund. Postal Orders should be crossed.) Name (clearly in BLOCK letters) ................... , , ... , . , , , ... , , .. , , , ... , . 
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r�;�ipt 'j,z���� ·s��i stamped addressed envelope. 55 :: Bankers: Barclays Bank Ltd. :: :: Auditors: Russell & Co., Chartered Accountants, 10, Great Queen St., London, W.C.2 : :  
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W
ITH this issue "Table Tennis Review'' announces with 
pride that Victor Barna has contracted to write a series 

of exclusive articles for our readers. 

Without question the greatest player the game has ever 
produced, and the most dominating personality who ever stepped 
up to a table, Barna 's influence is equally strong as a writer, 
as his articles will prove. The first, which appears on pages 
16 and 17, expounds his forthright opinions on the sponge con
troversy, and the others • will be equally straight from the 
shoulder-the publishers feel sure you will enjoy them. 

Incidentally, may I introduce myself: my name is Robert 
Blackburn, newly appointed as Editor of the '' Review.''· 
Having assiste4 in the production of the magazine for the past 
two years I am now. given full responsibility for the publication. 

For :iny part it will be a pleasant duty to serve readers and· . ' 

)( 

the game to the full, but I can do it only with your assistance. 
To give the widest possible coverage I need the news from your 
league and your club. Don't get the idea that it's only the 
'' big'.'"shots '' :who make news. They do of course, but so d�i: 
the little �haps, and the little clubs-so may I rely on you f ..... 

The Editor. 
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THE AUS.TRI AN ' 0 PE N ' 

Two for Ros - One for Di 1� HE Austrian Open, held in 
Vienna October 30-November 
1, brought the first international 

triumphs of the season to Rosalind 
and Diane Rowe, who returned to 
England with the Singles and Women's 
Doubles titles as their bag. 

Rosalind was the heroine of the Singles, 
beating Trudi. Pritzi, Austria's 1937/38 
World champion and still good enough to 
rank No. 9 in the World list, in the quarter
:finals; four-times World queen-pin Gizi 
•Farkas, after a very tough and very close 
five-setter, in the semis; and Ilona Kerekes, 
also of Hungary, in the final, after another 
five-set battle. Mrs. Kerekes had beaten 
Diane 21-7, 21-18, 19-21, 20-22, 21-19 in 
the quarter-finals, so Ros had an extra 
incentive to win. 

One of the big surprises was the defeat 
of holder Linde Wertl, the sporting pride 
of Austria and currently English Open 
-champion, in the quarter-finals by Czecho
slovakia's Elliska Krejcova, 17-21, 21-16, 
21-14, 23-21: 

The Middlesex twins easily retained 
their Doubles title, beating the Farkas
Kerekes combination without dropping a 
set in the final, after beating Pritzi and 
Christianne Watel (France) in the semis in 
three straight. 

In the Mixed Doubles the girls weren't so 
:successful, Ros and H. Just (Austria) 
losing in the quarter-finals to Dr. Zarko 
Dolinar, the Yugoslav who with country-

man Vilirn Harangozo holds the World's 
Men's Doubles, and Wertl 16-21, 11-21, 
16-21 • and Diane and Johnnie Leach 
losing ' in the next round to the same pair 
22-20, 10-21, 21-13, 13-21, 13-21. Dolinar
Wertl went on to win the final against the 
all-Hungarian combination of Josef 
Koczian, back in circulation again after a 
long lay-off, and Farkas. 

Leach, our only male representative, lost 
in the third round of the Men's Singles to 
Konrad Freundorfer, the German 
youngster, and in the second round of the 
Men's Singles, partnered by the young 
Hungarian Laszlo Foldy, went under to 
the Frenchmen S. Sala and S. Cafiero. 

The Men's Singles went to that redoubt
able Czech of lazy-looking style, Ivan 
Andreadis, who beat Dolinar in a four-set 
final. Ivan, with his countryman L. Stipek, 
also scooped the Men's Doubles. 

MEN'S SINGLES: I. Andreadis beat 
z. Dolinar 12-21, 21-18, 21-11, 21-11. 

WOMEN'S SINGLES: R. Rowe beat 
Ilona Kerekes 22-24, 22-24, 21-18, 21-19, 
21-7. 

MEN'S DOUBLES: I. Andreadis and 
L. Stipek beat K. Freundorfer and H. 
Rockmeier (Germany) 21-14, 21-14, 17-21, 
21-10. 

WOMEN'S DOUBLES: R. Rowe and 
D. Rowe beat G. Farkas and I. Kerekes 
21-16, 23-21, 22-20. 

MIXED DOUBLES: Dolinar and L. 
Wertl beat J. Koczian and Farkas 21-13, 
20-22, 21-16, 21-19. 

T�e BEST T. T. TABLES at any price 
DESIGNED BY EXPERTS PRODUCED BY CRAFTSMEN 
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TOURNAMENT TABLE 
* I" Birch-ply top 
* A superfast matt cellulose playing 

surface 
* 8 stout folding legs 
* Self-aligning stubs and plates * Rigid when erected 
* Needs only 5' x 4½' x 7" storage 

space . . Price .. £30 
CLUB MODEL½" top . . . . £18 

H.P. TERMS FROM 3/6 PER WEEK 
RENTAL TERMS FROM 2/- PER WEEK 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

JOHN G. TOMS 
18 NORBETT ROAD, ARNOLD 

NOTIS. 
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EASTERN SUBURBAN 'OPEN' ���-
.wins 

BY OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

K
EN CRAIGIE (Surrey) won the Men's Singles title without much 
difficulty, beating Len Adams (Middlesex) 16, 10 in the final, and Peter 
Pudney (Essex) caused a minor surprise by beating No. 4 "seed," 

Alan Rhodes (Middlesex) 20, -9, 18, and thus qualified for the semi-finals. 
The remaining semi-finalists were all seeded players. 

The most spectacular match was in the 
preliminary rounds between Kei.th Hurlock 
(Surrey) and Bobby Stevens (Essex), 
Stevens winning 19, 17. Tremendous speed, 
hard hitting and fantastic retrieving by 
both boys made this clash outstanding. 

Jackie Head appears to be conquering 
his nerves well now, and consequently he 
is . a more forceful player than previously. 
His defeat of Derek Burridge (Middlesex) 
-JO, 18, 17, and Bobby Stevens I I, -16, 
17, speaks for itself. 

Other results worthy of mention are: 
Jimmy Lowe (Middlesex) beat Micky 
Thornhill, Ivor Jones (Essex) beat Brian 
Brumwell (Essex), and Alan Rhodes beat 
Tony Miller (Surrey). 

WOMEN'S SINGLES 
After a shaky start this season, Betty 

Isaacs (Surrey) regained her form to win 
the Women's Singles title by beating 
Barbara Milbank (Essex) .J.8, -21, 18 in 
the final. Betty played a sound all-round 
game with emphasis on attack whenever 
possible. 

In their quarter-finals, Betty beat the 
No

_. 
1 "seed," Joy Seaman (Middlesex), 

while Barbara was strongly challenged by 
Elsie Carrington (Essex). 

The surprises were caused by Joy 
Fielder (Kent), who beat Jill Rook (Surrey) 
and Peggy Franks in the third round and 
quarter-final respectively. Another young 
lady who impressed was Jean Latty (Essex), 
losing only -17, 16, -19 to Peggy Franks 
in the second round. 

MEN'S DOUBLES 
The final between Stevens/Jones and 
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Craigie/Rhodes was the fastest match of 
the finals. The audience absolutely gasped 
with amazement at many of the counter
hits-mainly executed by the former pair. 
A very lively affair altogether. 

The winners (Stevens/Jones) •had ex
tremely tough opposition throughout the 
tournament: Lowe/Thornhill, Head/Car
rington, Dorking/Brumwell and Adams/ 
Crayden, in that order. Craigie and 

. Rhodes were more fortunate, having only 
one hard round, against Hurlock/Burridge 
in the quarter-final. 

WOMEN'S DOUBLES 
The final between Jean Winn/Joy Seaman 

and Barbara Milbank/Elsie Carrington was 
an evenly balanced match, both pairs 
taking every opportunity to hit. There 
were no results of interest in the preliminary 
rounds. 

MIXED DOUBLES 
Neither pair in the final were "seeds." 

The No. 1 seeded couple, Ken Craigie/Jill 
Rook, lost to Jimmy Lowe/Betty Isaacs in 
the quarter-final, and the No. 2 "seeds," 
Alan Rhodes/Jean Winn lost in the semi 
to Jackie Head/ Joy Seaman. 

The winners' (Head/Seaman) hardest 
match was in their first round, when they 
defeated Bobby Stevens/Yvonne Baker 22, 
-18, 13, 

BOYS' SINGLES 
Laurie Landry (Middlesex) gave Terry 

Densham (Surrey) little chance to attack, 
and dominated the game by hard hitting 

Continued overleaf 



TABLE TENNIS REVIEW 

Dec. 1 0- 1 1 
WELSH OPEN.  

J an. 3-8 
Metropol it�n Open (London, W. 1 ) 

J an. 7-8 • . 
Pontefract Open (Pontefract). 

Jan. 1 0-1 1 
FRE N CH OPEN.  

Jan. 1 5  
NATIO NAL CO U NTY 
CHAMPIO N S H IPS FIXTURE. 

Jan. 1 5- 1 6  
BELGIAN OPEN.  

Jan. 1 6-22 
North-West Kent Open 

(Bexley Heath) • .  
Jan. 2 1  �22 

South · Yorkshire Open (Sheffield). 
Jan. 23 

Southampton Open (Southampton). 
Jan. 27-29 

Cheshire Open. 
Jan. 29-30 

Kent Open (Folkestone). 

Feb. 2-3, 7-1 2  
Middlesex (Herga) Open (Harrow). 

Feb. 5. 
NATIO NAL CO U NTY 
CHAMPIO N SH IPS FIXTURE. 

Feb. 12 and 1 9  
Mid land Open (Birmingham). 

E AST ERN SU B U R BAN ' OPEN ' 

Continued from previous page 

as usual. The Landry-Densham mat<?h . i s  
becom ing a regu lar feature of Fmals 
Night , and often proves to be one of the 
h igh lights of the evening . 

A b igger audience m �ght have a�ded 
more excitement to the Fmals proceed mgs, 
but even so , the standard of p lay was goo�. 

Good p laying conditions and t�e ava1�
abi lity of shower s helps to g ive _th is 
tournament a good mention , and espec ially 
when tak ing into account the moderate 
entry fees  charged . 

RESULTS 

MEN'S SINGLES 
Semi-finals : K. Craigie beat J. Head . 17, 

17. L. Adams beat P. Pudney 17, 12. 
Final : K. Craigie beat L. Adams 16, 10. 

WOMEN'S SINGLES 
Semi-finals : B. Isaacs beat J. Fielder 19, 

9. • B. Milbank beat J. Winn 23, 16. Final : 
B. Isaacs beat B. Milbank 18, -21 , 18. 

Feb. 2 1 -25 
Surrey Open (Epsom). 

Feb. 26 
WILM OTT CUP A N D  
J.M.  ROSE BOWL 
SEMI-FIN ALS A N D FINALS. 

Feb. 28, Mar. 4, 7-1 2  
.West M iddlesex Open (West Ealing). 

6 

Mar. 5 
NATIO NAL CO U NTY 
CHAMPIO N SH IPS FI XTURE. 

Mar. 12 
Yorkshi re J n r. Open. 

Mar. 1 8-19  
Lancashire Open (Blackpool). 

Mar. 1 8- 1 9  
West o f  E ngland Open (Bristol ). 

Mar. 26 
G ri msby Open (Cleethorpes). 

Mar. 29-Apri l 2 
ENGLIS H  OPEN (Wembley). 

Apri l 9 and 1 1  
North-East England Open 

(Scarborough). 
Apri l 1 5-24 

WORLD CHAM PIO N S H IPS 
(Utrecht). 

Apri l 25-30 
Thames-side Open (Plaistow). 

MEN'S DOUBLES 
Semi-finals : R. J. Stevens/I. W. Jones 

beat L. Adams/R. Crayden 18, -6, 16. 
K. Craigie/ A. Rhodes beat R. McCree/L. 
Sawyer 14, 16. Final : R. J. Stevens/I. W. 
Jones beat K. Craigie/A. Rhodes 10, 19. 

WOMEN'S DOUBLES 
Semi-finals : J. Winn/Y. Seaman beat 

J. Rook/P. Gall 19, 14. B. Milbank/E. 
Carrington beat B. lsaacs/M. Fry -19, 14, 
1 1. Final : J. Winn/Y. Seaman beat B. 
Milbank/E. Carrington 22, 21. 

MIXED DOUBLES 
Semi-finals : J. Head/Y. Seaman1 beat A. 

Rho�es/J. Winn 14, 16. L. Adams/E. 
Carrington beat J. Lowe/B. Isaacs -13, 
12, 18. Final : J. Head/Y. Seaman beat L. 
Adams/E. Carrington 19, 12. 

BOYS' SINGLES 
Final : L. Landry beat T. Densham 10, 

-16, 16. 

GIRLS' SINGLES 
Final : J. Fielder beat S. Pickard 1 1 , 1 5. 
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BURRIDGE TRIUMPHS 

in SUSSEX ' OPEN ' (FROM OUR 
OWN REPOR TER) 

A
FTER Derek Burridge (Middlesex) beat Aubrey Simons in his ' semi,' many spectators 

wondered how he would fare in the final, but when Harry Venner (Surrey) hit Peter 
Shead off the table in a very· convincing manner, it looked as though Venner was a 

' safe bet ' for the title. 
Venner set out to prove thi s, and in the (Midd lesex) -19, 1 6, 12, lost to Barbara 

first game of the fina l  obtained a 17-8 Milbank 6, -17, 10. 
lead. Burridge ,  however, determinedly 
retrieved the bal l  from al l  angles, and , POINT OF INTEREST 
point by point , caught up and won the An interesting point in the Men 's 
game at 19. Venner was obviously shaken , Doub les i s  that the fina l  between Bobby 
but with aggressive hitting in the second Steven s/Ivor Jones (Essex) and Len Adams/ 
game ,  led 10-4. It seemed impossib le Derek Burridge was a repeat of the fina l  of 
that Venner would again lose his lead , but the Birmingham "Open ," which wa s  
Burridge he ld o n  grim ly , t o  leve l  the score decided only about five hours before the 
and eventua lly win 21- 12. Sussex " Open " fina ls. 

Thi s  match was definite ly the most Thi s  was  because , owing to lack of time 
breathtaking of the tournament , and at the Birmingham " Open " the previous 
Burridge must certain ly have enhanced hi s  -week, the Men 's Doub les fina l  had to be 
chances of an Internationa l  ' cap ' by hi s  he ld over unti l  this tournament . In the 
performance .  In his quarter-fina l  he beat afternoon Adams/Burridge beat Stevens/ 
Alan Rhodes (Midd lesex) 1 5, 1 1 . Jones, but were unab le to do so a second 

Venner had a comparative ly easier path time ,  in the evening . 
to the fina l, and hi s  hardest match was The biggest surpri se in the ear lier rounds 
against Ivor Jones  (Essex) ,  whom he beat was  when R .  Etheridge/Thorn (Kent) beat 
20, 12. Aubrey Simons/Jack Carrington , but the 

Of the four p layers seeded in thi s  event- triumphant pair went down to Adams/ 
Simons (1), Venner (2) , Adams (3) and Burridge in their next round (quarter -fina l) 
Head (4)-Len Adams (Midd lesex) lost to 8, ..:_18, 12. It may be conc luded that 
A lan Rhodes  in the Fourth Round , and Etheridge , who is now p laying with sponge ,  
Jackie Head (Surrey) fai led t o  survive the did most damage .  A .  R. Millar /T . Kirby 
Second Round . Seeding in tournaments, (Surrey) beat H.  Venner /D . Mi ller 10, 
by the way , i s  based on the Nationa l  -17,  18 in the fourth round . 
Ranking List . 

The highest score reached in the tourna- WOMEN'S DOUBLES 
ment was  when Burridge beat Roy Tu rner _ Betty I saacs/Pam Mortimer beat Doreen 
(Surrey) l ?, 31 ! Spooner /Jean Winn in their quarter-final,  

and Barbara Milbank/E lsie Carrington 
GOOD STANDARD beat Yvonne Baker/Peggy Piper . The 

Although the fina l  between Barbara Isaacs/Mortimer combination is new this 
Milbank (Essex) and Jean Winn (Surrey) season , and promises to do we ll ,  but the 
was  of good standard , Barbara appeared to Milbank /Carrington pairing carried off the 
have things under  control on the whole . final. 

MIXED DOUBLES In both the fir st and third games she 
obtained a lead of about 7,.---l ,  and made 
sure of retaining her lead in the third game 
to win the tit le. 

The best matches were between Jean 
Winn and Yvonne Baker (Essex), and 
between Barbara Milbank and Ann 
Haydon ( Warwicks.), both being decided 
at 19 in the third . 

Nowaday s the pre liminary rounds of the 
Women 's Single s appear to be much 
harder than those of the Men 's Singles in 
comparison , and the more interesting 
resu lts in thi s  tournament were as follows :  
Pam Mortimer (Warwicks.) beat Jil l  Ro9k 
(Surrey) -20, 14,  10, beat Peggy Piper 
(Surrey) 9 ,  1 6, lost to Jean Winn 13 , 18 . 
Wendy Bates  (Sussex) beat Dot Ellis 
(Midd lesex) 17 , 17 , beat Margaret Cherry 
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To reach the final , Harry Venner /Ann 
Haydon beat Bobby Steven s/Yvonne Baker 
1 6, -19 ,  1 5, Jack Carrington /Barbara 
Milbank 1 5, - 17 ,  12, and A lan Sherwood / 
Pam Gal l  20 , 18 . A lan Rhodes/Jean Winn 
had an easy passage to the semi-final,  but 
then did wel l  to beat Aubrey Simons/Peggy 
Piper -12, 14 ,  13 . Venner  and Haydon 
won the event. 

BOYS' SINGLES 
Terry Densham (Surrey) rever sed hi s  

previous week's defeat (in the Birmingham 
" Open ") by beating Laurie Landry 
(Midd lesex) 14,  -14, 12, Den shain u sing 
hi s  backhand counterhit to good effect 
against Landry 's constant stream of strong 
attacking . 
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S Jp> A C JIE for 
<A HIGHLY IMPROBABLE sroRY • • • 

,re ]IP» 0 ]D y BUT IT COULD HAPPEN ! )  �} 'JJ 11\.'-

The year -- 2155 . . . . . . Inter
planetary communication has long 
been established. 

In the field of sport, though scientific 
inventions have revolutionised the 
various equipment, the basic quality 
of skill remains. 

Table Tennis is still Table Tennis. No 
longer, however, is the I .T.T.F. the length 
and breadth of unity. Now there is the 
Universal T.T. Organisation (U.T.T.O.), 
and a regular programme of fixtures is 
carried . on between Earth, Mars, Jupiter 
and their neighbours. 

But certainly the most exciting match of 
recent years was the U.T.T.O. Team 
Championship Finals between the Earth 
and Mars. A neutral ground could not be 
arranged, and it was agreed to play on Mars. 
• On the night of the great match, a fleet 

of 12,000 space-ships lined the rocket-ways 
of the space-airports of the Earth. The 
number of Earth spectators travelling was 
estimated at 1 ,400,000-a universal record. 
The number who watched on their inter
planetary T.V. sets was somewhere in the 
region of 88,000,000. 

The Space-Traffic Police had the usual 
harrassing time dealing with the same old 
re-incarnation of stupid, reckless drivers, 
but all ships reached Mars without any 
serious mishap. 

TELESCOPIC SIGHTING 
The match was held in the Mars Capital 

Hall, a vast edifice seating five million 
persons. It was as easy to see in the outer 
seats as at the front, thanks to the new 
telescopic ' view-all ' frontal-frames (fitted 
with auditory amplification) that were fixed 
to the front of each seat. 

The Martians had a committee that knew 
how to organise. Almost before the Earth 
team had stripped off their Travel-Suits, 
the preliminaries had been arranged. The 
match ,would be the usual nine sets, but 
the duel between the two No. 1 players was 
to be played last of all, to round off the 
evening. 

The Earth Team's No. 2 (a Hungarian) 
started off the match by playing against 
the Mar_s' opposite number. This latter, a 
calm unruffled spin-merchant, is reputed 
to have once imparted so much sidespin 
on a ball that it travelled round the face 
of Mars and landed on the table from the 
other side of the planet ! (This may perhaps 
be an exaggeration, however. You know 
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how Table Tennis players talk.) 
The Hungarian was plainly bewildered 

from the start by the fantastic sidespin, 
and lost in two straight games. 

Earth's No. 3 (Japanese, complete with 
Radar sponge-bat) then played Mars No. 3, 
the ' difficult child ' of Martian Table 
Tennis. Once, after disagreeing with a 
deeision, this Martian had frizzled the 
umpire to a cinder with a Ray-gun. For 
this, he was duly suspended for six months ; 
a severe punishment perhaps, but umpires 
were scarce at the time. This set also went 
to Mars-(Score 2-0 to Mars). 

Then Josiah Hilton, No. 1 Player of the 
World, came on to play against Mars No, 2, 
the famous spin-merchant. Josiah was 
frankly puzzled at the start as the ball kept 
swerving out of vision, but managed to get 
his radar-detector tuned more accurately 
as the game proceeded. He pulled this one 
off at deuces, and won the second with a 
comfortable margin. 

�,.,,,,.,..,-,.,,,,.,.., 
by S TANLEY PRESTON 
�� 

Mars No. 1 ,  Clud Hardhit, was renowned 
for his ability to play every style in the 
book and a few more besides. He had, so 
far, never lost an inter-planetary set. He 
held his record by wiping-off the Hungarian, 
and, after the interval, doing the same to 
the Japanese player. 

Score Mars 4, Earth 1 .  The last four 
sets needed by Earth. 

As was to be expected, a natural gloom 
enveloped the Earth commentators. One 
of them desperately remarked : '' Our 
players seem tired from the long journey." 
From this typical comment it will be seen 
that excuses are as prevalent in 2 155 as 
they were in the 1950's. 

However, the next three sets gave Earth 
spectators a wonderful renewal of hope. 

Josiah comfortably beat the Mars No. 3,  
and the Japanese player upset the Mars 
spin-merchant, by putting so many varia
tions on the bounce of the ball. The 
Martian jerked backwards and forwards so 
much that he developed a ' conditioned 
reflex ' and could do nothing else. 

The Hungarian then surprised everyone 
by tearing to victory in a ding-dong battle 
against Mars No. 3 .  

Score : Mars 4, Earth 5, and the last set 
to go. Could Earth's No. 1 beat Clud 
Hardhit and pull Earth to victory, or would 
Mars bring the match to a draw ? 

• 
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Unofficial betting showed Clud to be .the 
favourite, and as he marched up to the 
table his attitude of confidence seemed 
unshakable. I will quote here from the 
commentary : 

" Clud Hardhit, the player who remains 
unbeaten in Universal Singles, stands at the 
north end of the table, holding the Atomic 
Bat in his hand. As we know, Clud can 

. change his style · a dozen times in a set, 
and usually he changes bats as often. The 
Atomic Bat is fairly dated, nowadays, but 
for viewers who are unfamiliar with the 
game, the rules of two centuries ago still 
stand-the bat may be of any size, shape 
or materials. 

NOT UNUSUAL 
" The Atomic Bat is not unusual in 

appearance-but incorporated in the handle 
is a switch that activates the sensitive 
material of the blade, adding impetus to 
the normal stroke . . . . . .  But here now 
comes Josiah ! There's quite an ovation
he's at the table now. There they go
they're knocking-up for a few moments. 

" I  think Josiah looks just a little nervous 
-there's hardly any expres�ion on his face, 
but he doesn't look quite happy. I think 
I've time to say that Josiah is now using 
that very old-fashioned relic of the 
twentieth-century, the ordinary rubber
covered bat . . . . . . But now the umpire 
has signalled and the players are ready 
to begin." 

Josiah won the choice of serving and the 
game started. Great excitement followed 
as Josiah took the first three points with 
his serves alone. Clud scowled and signalled 
that he wished to change his bat. A murmer 
rippled along the audience as he picked up 
the Hydrogen Bat, a modification of the 
Atomic one, with a greater range. The 
next two points were Clud'.s, and then he 
took over the serves. Clud won the next 
seven points in a row, and Josiah was 
looking troubled, but he managed to take 
4 of the next nine. 14-7. 

Then things brightened for Josiah. He 
made a spectacular effort and crept up to 
level. The Martian watchers'"were horrified, 
as was Clud, who immediately threw down 
the Hydrogen Bat in disgust, and withdrew 
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from a cover the Jet Tur.bine Bat, the latest 
known weapon in Table Tennis. It is very 
difficult to master, but can be devastating 

· in effect. The principle is a miniature 
turbine in the handle which controls flaps 
on the blade. 

Clud had mastered it, for he whizzed his 
way to twenty with the loss of only one 
point to Josiah. 20-15 .  The next point 
went to Clud and with it, the fa:st game. 
The Martians went crazy with excitement, 
and it was some moments before the set 
could be continued. 

Game two started, with Clud serving, 
but a change seemed to have come over 
Josiah. He seemed frenzied, and un
expectedly began to force the tempo of the 
game. He played so fast that Clud seemed 
to be having difficulty in adjusting the Jet 
of his Turbine Bat. 

It was a clever move. Clud was at a loss 
from the start, and Josiah took the game 
at f l -2 1 .  

JET ABANDONED 
Third game : Josiah serving, Clud still 

using the Jet. At change of serves it was 
Josiah leading 1 -4. Clud, who had expected 
Josiah to tire, had to abandon his Jet bat. 

In the next fifteen minutes he had tried 
all the bats again and one or two earlier 
types also, and the score stood at 1 9- 1 8, 
Clud leading. In the words of the com
mentator : 

" . . . .  These men are tired. Anything 
can happen. Josiah taps it back, Clud 
blocks, Josiah whips it over-Oh yes ! 
1 9-all ! A beauty ! . . . .  ball in play again
Clud gives a terrific return-Josiah just held 
it-Clud's dropped it back to safety; Josiah 
chops again-Clud swipes, and it misses 
the end of the table . . . . . .  , 

" . . . .  1 9-20, Josiah in the lead ! Off 
again-Josiah sends a short one over, Clud 
has to jump for that one and it lands high 
of Josiah's side-Josiah swings_:_Oh yes ! 
It's there ! It's there ! A terrific shot from 
Josiah as Clud was off-balance-Oh dear ! 
It caught the net and trickled over . . . . .  . 
Yes, Match win for Earth ! " 

Yes, an exciting match. But as will be 
seen, even in 2 1 55 we have no way of 
avoiding that old, old bogey, the net-trickier. 
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P
LAY ERS from the home province 

scored outstanding successes in 
the finals of the U lster O pen Table 
Tennis Championships at Rostrevor 
on October 30th. Five of the six 
titles stayed " at home," the re
maining one going to . Dublin, 
Ireland 's two top ranking I nter
nationals, Miss J oy Owens and Miss 
Deirdre Fearon, winning the Ladies' 
Doubles. 
It was a great n ight for International 

Harry O'Prey of Newtownards, who com
pleted the "hat-tr ick ." His v ictory in the 
Men's S ingles final over Le inster number 
one and fellow International Sean Clerkin, 
the young left-handed Dubl iner, who put 
up such a fine show aga inst Johnnie Leach 
in last season's Ir ish Open semi-finals, has 
made the Ulsterman firm favourite to ·play 
as Ireland's number one in the coming 
Internat ional matches th is season. 

It was the Women's S ingles semi-finals 
that produced the real shocks of the n ight , 
w ith both Joy Owens and Deirdre Fearon 
crashing to defeat at the hands of Ulster 
g irls. The two Dubl in Internationals d id 
not even take a set between them in the 
semi-finals. Hats off to the Ulster g irls 
Miss M .  W ilson and Miss M. Lyons , who 
caused the upsets, before Miss Lyons 
eventually went on to take the t itle in a 
d ing-dong decider . 

Results were : Finals : Men's Singles, 
H. O'Prey (Newtownards) beat S. Clerkin 
(Dublin) 21-12, 19-21 ,  21-7, 21-8. Ladies' 
Singles : Miss M. Lyons (Rostrevor) beat 
Miss M. Wilson (Belfast) 21 -19, 19-21 ,  
21-16. Men's Doubles : O'Prey and C.  
Senior (Belfast) beat E.  Martin and E. 
Allen (Belfast) 21-18, 21-14. Women's 
Doubles : Miss J. Owens (Dublin) and 
Miss D. Fearon (Dublin) beat Miss Lyons 
and Miss J. Lynn (Belfast) 22-20, 21-8. 
Mixed Doubles : O'Prey and Miss Wilson 
beat Martin and Miss Lyons 19-21, 21-19, 
21-19. Boys' Singles : R. Linden (Ros
trevor) beat T. Cummins (Belfast) 21-8, 
21-10. 

THE powerful Anglesea team, led by 
Sean Clerk in , swept through to a 

convincing 4- 1 w in over Le inster Stratford 
in the Sen ior final of  the Le inster League 
Team Championsh ips at the Abbey Lecture 

, Hall , Dubl in, on November 4. 
All top three Anglesea players won their 

s ingles matches. Clerkin , after los ing the 
first set 18-2 1, took the next two sets at 
2 1- 12, 2 1- 13 to overcome W ill ie Pappin, 

• the Cork t itle holder in the top S ingles 
match. 

. .  PRESENTED BY DEREK J O N ES 

Teenager M ichael Behan beat Noel Kerr 
2 1- 19 ,  2 1- 14, wh ile No . 3, Joe Veselsky , 
defeated Bertie Huet 23-2 1, 19-23, 24-22 
in a real thr iller. 

Other finals resulted : Intermediate
Adelaide Road 4 ;  Old Corps 3. Jun ior
Navan 4 ; Old Corps 1. Lad ies-Ken il
worth 4 ; Anglesea 2. 

MICHAEL BEHA N  has become 
Ireland's number one prospect . Th is 

youngster, st ill a schoolboy at Blackrock 
College, Ireland's finest rugby un ion 
"nursery ," of  which he is sen ior boy 
champion, has been stead ily improving 
s ince he lost to Graham Holden, the young 
Engl ish lad from Reading, in last season's 
Ir ish Open Boys' S ingles final . 

M ichael has had h is reward, although 
he has had to try and fit in Table Tennis 
between h is studies. In add it ion to being 
on the w inning Anglesea team, in wh ich 
he is No. 2, he won h is place on the Le inster 
Senior team in the Interprovinc ial cham
pionsh ips at Sl igo on November 19th and 
20th . 

F ill ing the number three spot, he was 
the youngest member of the s ide, wh ich 
included Clerk in , Papp in, Harry Thu iller, 
now doing a great job coach ing Dubl in 's 
youngsters, Joy Owens and Deirdre Fearon. 
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THE Ir ish Table Tennis Assoc iat ion has 
arranged an extra International for 

th is season , wh ich must be cons idered a 
" scoop " for the I.T.T.A. ! After the match 
against Scotland at Glasgow on December 
3rd, a German team w ill v is it Ireland. 

The Germans have been " booked " for 
two Internat ionals aga inst Ireland, the 
first in Belfast on December 1 7th , and one 
on the following day in Dubl in. 

At the t ime of  writing the German team 
was not known, but it's on the cards that it 
w ill be led by K. Freundorfer, Senior 
champion of  Germany, as well as be ing 
the jun ior champion of  Sweden, Yugo
slav ia, France and England. 

MEN beh ind the scenes of  the Par ishes .l League are really on their toes. 
Th is League, formed five years ago, has a 
" look to the future " two-point plan . . . . 
( 1 )  to stage an indiv idual championsh ip 
th is season, and . . . . (2) to fix up an Inter
League match against selected Dubl in 
opposit ion. An appropriate motto for this 
League would be-Progress ! 
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Helen Elliot shocl�s Garland ! 
G O R D O N  R. WALKER REPORTS ON THE H I G H LA N D ' O P E N ' 

F
OR those keen enough to equip 
themselves with snow-shoes and 
electrically heated flying suits, 

the first tournament of the season is 
the Highland Open, and this took 
place at Elgin in Morayshire on 
Saturday, October 30th. 

Elg in is the northernmost point in the 
country at wh ich a Ta ble Tennis champion
sh ip is staged. Th is year seven Scott ish 
International ists braved the perils of  the 
frozen North , and I am confident that 
m_ore than one of these intrepid people 
wished he had stayed at h is own fires ide ! 

Woman defeats Man 
What a headl ine for the fem inists ! And 

what a blow to Man . I am not surpr ised 
to hear that Victor Garland has dec ided to 
take up croft ing in the Outer Hebritles. 
In the Open S ingles of th is . tournament 
for wh ic� man or woman may enter : 

the next round to a ten derfoot (though 
th is was not the case in th is part icular 
tournament) . • 

M iss Ell iot had no d ifficulty in w inn ing 
the Women's S ingles t itle against Mrs . 
I. Cababe of Edinburgh, al �o in straight 
sets . 

Popular Victory 
An extremely popular v ictory in the 

Doubles final was that of R. Park and A. 
Masson of Aberdeen over T. Gilmour and 
R. Topley of Dundee . It is now some t ime 
s _ince I earmarked young Park for the 
h igh spots; the Dundee pair are no push
over, as their semi-final v ictory over Helen 
Ell iot and Johnny Miller shows, and the 
Aberdonians d id very well to w in a closely 
contested final . Holders of th is t itle were 
Victor Garland (Aberdeen) and Ron 
Forman (Dundee), who were defeated in 
the quarters . 

Altogether Garland had a very un
fortunate tournament and it is to be hoped 
he has not lost the grand form he main
ta ined throughout last season. 

Helen Ell iot defeated Garland in the final 
and in three stra ight sets at that ! In thes� 
columns I have before now referred to 
Miss Ell iot as the queen of Scottish Table R�S U L  TS 
Tennis. Am I now to crown her k ing ? O P E N  SI N G LES : Semi-finals : V. H .  Come · on, V ictor ! The honour of  the Garland beat R. L. Forman (Dundee) supreme being is at stake . Challenge her, 1 5 ,  1 6. H. Elliot beat J. Miller {Edinman; challenge her ! (and may the best burgh) -2 1 ,  1 3 , 1 5. Final : H. Elliot man w in). ( Edinburgh) beat V. H .  Garland Meanwhile we must be men enough to (Aberdeen) 1 1 , 1 1 ,  1 7. offer our congratulat ions to M iss Ell iot on O P E N  D O U BLES : Semi . finals : what must be the most piquant achieve- Topley and Gilmour beat Elliot and ment of her career ; certa inly the crowd Miller 1 3 , 2 1 .  Park and Masson beat were voc iferous in their appreciation of the A. S. Anderson and T. Leiper (Aberdeen) ironic s ituation as the famous Ell iot attack 6, 1 6. Final : Park and Masson blasted the famous q-arland defence, rated (Aberdeen) beat Topley and Gilmour by many as the best m the country. (Dundee) - 1 3, 2 1 , 1 6. Notable quarter-finals departure in th is WOM E N 'S S I N G LES : Semi-finals : championship was that of Glasgow's Eddie Miss H. Elliot beat Miss D. Black St ill at the hands of Johnny Miller of  (Dundee) 5 ,  5 .  Miss I .  Cababe beat �d inburgh. Miller is one of those aggrava- Miss E. Dunbar (Dundee) 1 3 , 1 9. Final : tmg people who will be br ill iant in one Miss H. Elliot {Edinburgh) beat Miss I .  round , and defeat a star, and then lose in Cababe ( Edinburgh) 1 4, 1 0. � . .. ............................................ . 

IF you have any difficulty in obtaining a regular copy of "  TABLE TENNIS REVIEW " from your local N�wsagent, _B_ookshop o� Bookstall, then you can complete the coupon below to be certain of receiving your direct supply of the coming interesting issues -------------------- -------
To : " TABLE TENNIS REVIEW," OLD HALL STREET, LIVERPOOL, 3 
Please send me the next five issues of the " Review," for which I enclose remittance value 5s. 8d . 

(Overseas 6/- ,  no stamps accepted) 

Name ......... . ...... . 

Address. 

-------------------�����--
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MAX Marinko, one-time user of 
a wooden spade which he 
called a bat and now a devotee 

,of sponge, has made a name for 
himself across the Atlantic by winning 
the Canadian Open in Vancouver. 
The last time we in Britain had 
acquaintance with Max, a Yugoslav 
now domiciled in Austria, he took a 
fearful thrashing from Devon veteran 
Lionel Kerslake, who in one game 
left him standing at four ! 

FROM across the Herr ing Pond also 
comes news of a " wonder boy," 

whose name is given ter sely as Klein, 
w ithout a Christian monnicker .  Klein, a 
16-year-old from Los Angeles, startled 
cr itics by w inning the Men's S ingles, 
Men's and M ixed Do ubles and Junior 
S ingles titles at a major open tournament. 
In  the quarter-finals of  the Men's S ingles 
he beat Bernard Bukiet 3- 1 ,  in the semis 
he to used Sol Sch iff in three straigh t, and 
in the final he accounted for Johnny 
Somael 3-2 . 

B uk iet and Somael were in the most 
recent U .S. Swaythl ing team , while Sch iff 
we know of old as a world-cl ass battl er. 
So it was quite a performance for Klein. 

Wh ich rem inds me that last season an 
offic ial publ ic ity sheet giv ing detail s  of 
players competing in the World Ser ies 
contained the name of a 16-year-old 
" wonder boy," one Bernard Buk iet ( the 
same as mentioned above) . Those of us 
who took the first opportunity to _ see h im 
were surpr ised _ to see that Bernard was 
either a man of 30 and over , or el se a boy 
who had worr ied h imself into look ing 
twice h is age. We found o ut later that the 
r eport on  h is age was a m istake. I trust 
the· latest Amer ican juvenile d iscovery  
won't turn out to be  Garrett Nash using a 
nom-de-plume. 

AN adm irer of  foot-work in all i ts 
forms I went along to see a company 

of v isiting Japanese dancers at a London 
theatre, antic ipating a d isplay of rhyth
mical energy a la Ogimura-Tomita
Watenabe. The dancers, adver tised as 
ballet exponents, d isplayed about as much 
l ife as a tortoise suffer ing from sl eeping 
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sickness. If they had d isplayed a fifth of  
the l itheness, movement and bounding 
v ital ity of those l ittle  'uns who stunned us 
at Wembley, above said dancers would 
h ave gotten a much b igger hand than 
they d id-at least from yours truly. As it 
was-I'll stick to Jap Table Tennis· pl ayer s 
for entertainment. 

I DON'T remember anyone so yo ung as 
Ann Haydon being in a World ranking 

l ist. The not-yet- 16 B irm ingham lass has 
No . 12 spot-and , inc identally, is  o ne 
above Kathy Best, who is given pr ior ity at 
No . 3 over Ann in the E ngl ish rank ings. 
I'm conv inced it's only a question of a very 
few years before Ann tops the global table. 

If I were asked to name the wh ite players 
most l ikely to be World champs in four or 
five years' time, Ann would be my choice 
on the d istaff side and Konny Freundorfer 
for the men. England h as never h ad a 
woman holder of the World singles-and 
Germany h as never boasted a champion in 
either event. Who k nows what the near 
future will br ing ? 

" HARRY the Torso " is one of those 
charac ter s who are around at open 

tournament af ter tournament, playing 
eagerly and hopefully yet never success
f ully. Harry, who comes by h is " Torso " 
nickname because h e's almost as broad as 
he's tall , trolleyed h is ample frame u p  to 
me the other day and told me he was 
far ing surpassing well in h is l atest com
petition .  "In the quar ter-finals, I am,"  
he beamed amiably. 

I congratulated the cheerf ul one and 
asked h im how he  had done it. " I had a 
bye in the first round, a walkover in the 
second ,  and m y  opponent in the next 
sprained h is playing wr ist and couldn't 
play. Not bad ,  eh ?" 

Hav ing a fastidious d isl ike of mentioning 
the word ' ' l uck "  to anyone w ith a chest 
over 45 inches (unexpanded) , and also 
because " Harry the Torso " is a most 
plac id and l ikeable charac ter , I merely 
congratulated h im on h is progress. A nd 
why not ?  After all ,  if it weren't for men 
and girls l ike h im,  who enter tournaments 
and help to pay expenses and prizes for the 
stars, there'd be prec ious few opens-if 
any. May you yet w in a tournament, 
Harry-how, doesn't matter a damn. 

M. S. HACKNEY 
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F
OLLOWING spectacular successes _ 
during 1953/54, Ken Craigie, England, 
and Surrey County representative, 

looks forward to even bigger things this 
season. One of the few home stars who 
believe that attack is the best form of 
defence, Ken 's target is a place amongst the 
first three of the ·Swaythling Cup team. 
Ken is pictured in a typically aggressive 
mood. 

-- C A P P E D �----• 

Congratu lations to 

DER EK B U R R I DG E  of M i dd lesex 

on h is se lection for Eng land.  

H i s  fi rst cap takes h i m  i nto opposition 

with the German tou ring s ide 
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<!?rettings 
The Publishers and Editorial 
Staff cordially extend to our 
readers 
wishes for 
Christmas 

and friends their 
a very happy 

and a healthy, 
prosperous New Year 
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• EMINENT newcomers to the 

" sponge ." group are Andreadis, 
Sido Stipek, Tereba and Vana. 
Stip�k that brilliant yet erratic 
Czech �ttacker, won a inajor European 

i tournament with his new implement. 
In the same tournament, Laszlo 

. Foldi, the young Hungarian, using an 
'. ordinary rubber racket, beat 

. ' Andreadis and Vana, to reach the 
final. 

S trange tha t Andread is , . whose grea t 
· w ins over the Jap Swayth lmg Cup aces 
· las t  Apri l endeared h im to the Wembley 
crowd should exper imen t w ith a " sof t 
'un." ' Poss ibly the game's su�reme 
exponent of the class ical s tyle ,  he d be 
about the las t  man in the wor ld to benefit 
by a changeover. ' 

Even Frenchman Haguenauer has b�n 
b itten by the bug, I hear , and beer:i trymg 
h is hand w ith the very weapon which,  not 
so long ago, so d isgus ted h im when he 
faced it in the French Closed tha t he 
s urrendered h is match !  . 

Myself ,  an impar!ial . observer w1�h 
no th ing to lose or gam e ither_ �ay , I sti l l  
ma in ta in that if you've go t ab il ity you c�n 
push ahead regardless of the mat��ia l 
cover ing your blade. Players _are �orry m� 
themse lves into a psycho log �c�l s tat� 
over noth ing-or , more exphc 1tly , .  they re 
tend ing to confuse the man beh md the 
ba t w ith the ba t itse lf. 

APPARENTLY there was some exc ite -
men t in the Bucks . Open at Slough  

ear l ier in the season. The . somewhat 
obscure Her tfordsh ire player , Pnor , sprang 
a surpr ise by beating Br ian Brumw�ll
but tha t wasn' t the cause of the mmor 
schemozz le. Oh , no. �ord had go t 
around tha t Pr ior had Just  won over 
£5 000 on the foo tball poo ls , and the week 
be fore had c licked for over £38,000 ! 
Such phenomenal luck w<1;rran ted the 
buzzes of adm iration, as tomshm�n t and 
envy that hovered ove� the p layer s  head . 
Ken Cra ig ie ,  the . w mner ? and . Harry 
Venner , the r unner-up , rece ived pnzes for 
the ir effor ts-but I be t bo th would ra ther 
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have had a sl ice of the Her ts. man's luck 
and the for tune tha t wen t w ith it . . . . . . 

LOU Laza , the Auss ie �ith the freak ish 
gr ip , plays cr icke t m the Sydney 

League back home.  He must  . be pre tty 
good, for las t  summer , playmg as . a 
profess ional in the very rugge� Lancash ire 
League ,  he topped t�e ba ttm,� averages 
w ith over 80. So he 11 be a flannelled 
fool " (as K ip l ing termed a cr icke ter) .  up 
Nor th aga in nex t summer. In �he m�a1:1�1me 
he's try ing to earn h is keep via exh1b1t 1ons 
and s tage engagements w ith Alec Brook . 
Lou whose out-of-th is-world s tyle makes 
for 'a colourful eyefu l , is ye t another 
sponge add ict. I could th ink . of less 
f rustrating ass ignmen ts than facmg the 
" down under " man a t the tab le. 

CA N  M idd lesex reta in the ir _hold _on �he 
Na tional Coun ty Champ 1onsh 1p title 

now tha t they no longer have_ V ictor 
Barna w ith them ? Other counties �ave 
s tronger ma le p layers , but the �hamp 1ons 
have the in imitable Rowe Twms to . do 
battle and probably w in for them agamst  
the g irls of any o ther team. Can Ros and 
D i see them through ? 

I have a sneak ing fancy that Surrey may 
prove to have super ior all -round strer:g th. 
Ken Cra ig ie ,  Harry Venner , Tony M1 ! ler , 
Jack ie Head, Ron Crayden, Jean Winn, 
J ill Rook and Betty Isaacs add up to a 
very powerfu l comb ina tion capab le of 
break ing the M idd lesex monopo �y. _And, 
anyway , it wo uldn' t be a bad th 1�g 1f _the 
title were to be wrested from the kmg-p ms , 
who have he ld sway ever s ince the tourna
men t's inception seven years ago. 
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FET ED one year , ignored the nex t. 
That's the way it goes for spor ts s tars , 

inc lud ing those in Table Tenn is. 
Last  season the Aus tr ian author ities , 

w ith a not-so-ho t en try for the ir Open, 
were happy to invite an Engl ish team _to 
compete. They d id the honours with 
expenses , of course. Las t  mon th's Open , 
however , a ttracted the strongest field for a 
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long time, w ith Hungar ian , Czech ,  Yugo
slav and Ruman ian aces turn ing up . Wi th 
so many stars corning along, our people 
were g iven the old one-two, to w i t, the 
cold shoulder. That's why Johnn ie Leach 
and the Rowe g irls pa id the ir own way to 
V ienna, travel l ing overland by Johnn ie's 
car. 

As a ma tter of cour tesy one would have 
thought that a t leas t  the Rowes , as re ign ing 
Doubles champions , would have been 
invi ted over as gues ts of the Aus tr ian 
Assoc iation to defend the ir title .  We can 
apprec iate the keenness of our players to 
fight the g ian ts in V ienna , but I'm danged 
if I'd have turned up af ter wha t seems to 
be real ly cheesy treatmen t from the 
Austr ian b igw igs. Las t  year our s tars were 
cons idered Box Office. 

THE B ill S tamp proposal (d iscussed on 
another page) br ings to m ind an 

aspect  of the Reg is tered P layers and the 
Na tional Execut ive Counc il wh ich is far 
f rom satisfactory. It is a fact  tha t wh ile 
the Cha irman and Secretary of the R.P.s 
may a ttend N.E.C. meetings , they have no 
vote .  They are a llowed to speak but have 
no power to al ter anyth ing , even matters 
re la ting to the ir own affa irs. So far from 
anyone try ing fur ther to shove the R.P.s 
around , I should l ike to see them g iven 
voting power. 

If the R.P.s are impor tan t enough to 
warran t having the ir own spec ia l  organ isa
t ion , they should be impor tant enough to 
have the means to uphold and fur ther the 
prestige of tha t organ isation. As it is 
the ir represen tatives attend mee tings and 
are forced to obey r ules made by o thers , 
whe ther they l ike it or not-and frequently 
they mos t  certa inly don' t l ike it. Frnnkly , 
for all the scope the R.P.s committee is 
a l lowed , it m ight as wel l  no t ex ist. 

FIG URES on the cos t  of stag ing the 
World Ser ies a t Wemb ley have now 

been publ ished. The tournament showed 
a defic it of £1 ,99 1-a lo t of money , but 
less than half the sum or ig ina l ly estimated 
b y  the Assoc iation, who calculate� that 
the ir balance shee t would be £4 ,000 m the 
red. 

Tha t appeal las t  year to clubs to lend a 
. much-needed hand by dona ting one pound 
each me t w ith a magn ificent response and 
brough t in £3,000, as well as a d irec t  g if t 
of £500. The appeal c ircular , it w ill be 
remembered, s tressed tha t should by 
chance the tournamen t break even , dona
tions would be repa id. 

1 5  

True to the ir prom ise ,  so far as c ircum 
s tances d ictate ,  the Assoc iation offer to 
refund 10/- to each club wh ich gave £1. . 
They have also sugges ted tha t they be 
allowed to keep the balance in hand to 
help mee t the expense of send ing Swayth
l ing and Corb illon teams to the 1 956 
championsh ips. As the World Ser ies for 
tha t year are provjs ionally arrai:&,.ed �o I:e 
held in an unspec ified coun try m As ia ,  1t 
w ill read ily be understood that the cos t  of 
sh ipping players to the Far Eas t  w ill be an 
enormous one. 

So our Assoc iation aga in are in d ire 
need of financ ial assistance and look to the 
bulk of the spor t's followers to help o ut . 
That help w ill be read ily for thcom ing. 
Among other th ings i t  w ill show a l ittle 
apprec iation for the wonderful work put 
in by  the Assoc iation in mak ing the 
Wembley meeting a cred it to Engl ish 
Table Tenn is. 

We have been generous in our pra ise of 
tha t never -to-be-forgotten tournament and 
those who slaved and worried to make i t  
the success i t  was. Now we  have the chance 
to offer more than k ind words. Count that 
ten bob ( if i t's owed to you) as a sor t  of 
down payment for services rendered by our 
parent body. 

§MACK in the k isser for those who 
pers is t  in the " saf e" course of rema in

ing fai thful a t all costs to the old br igade 
and by so do ing turn ing a " Nelson eye " 
to the no t- too-d istan t future. I refer , of 
course ,  to Ken Burr idge's fine victor ies in 
the Sussex Open, in wh ich he beat first 
Aubrey S imons and, in the final , Harry 
Venner. And bo th in s tra igh t sets . Ye t 
2 1-year-o ld Ken rates no more than a 
place in M iddlesex's second team ! 

Las t  year V ic Barna told me he though t 
Ken a very prom is ing lad w ith a b ig future 
ahead, and even under took to tra in h im 
free of charge. I know one tournament 
success doesn' t make a champion , but the 
youngs ter's w ins over two of our four top 
men shouldn' t be overlooked. 

On the same day as Ken's successes , by 
the way, Johnn ie Leach succumbed to 
Konrad Freundorfer , the 17-year-old 
German boy , in the th ird round of the 
Austr ian Open . How does all th is ma tch 
up w i th those ( includ ing friend Rober t  
Fenton) who speak so w isely of the virtues 
of " exper ience " ? 

ULTRA-modern text-book lesson : " Top-
spin causes the ball to draw a Gina 

Lollobrigida-Marilyn Monroe outline in the 
air. Dragspin's reaction can be compared 
with the silhouette of a female English star." 
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·Vietor Barna 

EXPLODES THE •• SPONGE " MYTH 
In the first of four brilliant exclusive articles 

I
N the last two years there has been a lot of talk abo�t sponge, and sponge 

bats. Ever since Satoh won the World Championship in Bombay in 1952 
sponge became a miracle-a '' secret weapon ' '  -in the mind of mariy a 

Table Tennis player. And since Ogimura and his Japanese pals waged their 
victorious "blitzkrieg " at Wembley, sponge came off the secret list and 
became '' the weapon ' '  -the only thing that matters. 

Before going any further , I must say that 
people in this country , p layers and officials 
a l ike , have been very rational about it al l .  
A lthough there are the inevitable few who 
have taken it up , there is no  sign of panick
ing. But the news from abroad is d ifferent , 
and it may possibly affect this country too. 

Apparently Sido, Andread is , Haguenauer 
and most of the Hungarian and Czecho
slovak cracks have changed over to sponge . 
These are the very same people who fought 
tooth  and nail for its abolition .  And now 
that spongtt has not been banned , as a 
gesture of defiance , and w ith the cry 
" Well, we can be inv incible too," they have 
adopted " the weapon ." 

Personally ,  I think it will not be long 
before they change back to rubber, because 
they w il l  soon realise that the drawback 
of sponge far outweighs its advantages ; 
furthermore , they wil l , have no answer 
when they are up against another sponge
bat exponent . So far I haven't seen 
Andreadis , Sido and company w ield ing 
their brand new bats-but I can hardly 
wait for the day. 

NOTHING NEW 
The point is that there is nothing new in 

sponge . P layers used it long ago and there 
was a t ime w hen it was fairly popular . 

Why, then , did sponge practically dis
appear from the scene; and why does it 
seem to be so successful now ? Let me 
take the first question . Players real ised 
that , w ith sponge, it is extremely difficult
if not impossible-to ga in perfect bal l  
control. That meant a wholly unreliable 
defence , and an attack which, though 
potentially dec is ive , is extremely hazardous . 

As I see it , the great advantage of sponge 
lies in its speed at impact . When you attack 
you can put the bal l  away more decisively 
than with any other bat . And this leads 
me t o  the second question : " Why is it so 
successfu l now ?  ' '  T he answer is  : because 
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the trend o f  modern play has become 
a lmost entirely defensive in character. 
Players such as Bergmann and Leach 
could ,  and d id ,  win several wor ld tit les 
with a more or less defens ive game alone . 
The rest of the stars followed suit ,  practi sing 
and polishing their defence , which ulti
mate ly brought about the " push ing " and 
" t ime limit " regulat ions . 

Against this, Flisberg and Dolinar , 
among others, found the answer in sponge ; 
and 1 for one cannot b lame them for 
doing so.  For many years these two were 
among the wor ld's best , without gett ing 
quite to  the top .  As the ir careers were 
nearing the end they had nothing to lose , 
and it must be admitted that sponge paid 
both of them handsome rewards--even 
though not the World Champi onship .  

FLABBERGASTED 
As to Satoh ,  the Japanese themse lves 

were flabbergasted by his success . The 
controversy over sponge is far b igger in 
Japan that it is here . As a matter of fact , 
sponge is not popular there, as the great 
major ity of her p layers-about 80 %
prefer to use the orthodox p impled r ubber 
sheeting . 

To me , the success of the J aps at Wembley 
was due not so much to sponge as to the 
great ski l l  of the ir players . Actua lly, only 
two of them used sponge , but I am quite 
sure that they would have been just as 
outstanding with any k ind of bat . 

. Don't run away with the idea that I 
dis like sponge-that is not the case-but 
I do truly believe that p impled rubber is 
the super ior article. I have p layed against 
many sponge p layers in my t ime , and have 
never lost to one of them. You may say 
that perhaps those particular opponents 
were not good enough to take advantage 
of sponge. Maybe so, but I don't think so .  

If I am wrong in my assessment , there is 
only one reason to account for it . It is that 
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the p layers of to-day must be using a 
different sort of sponge . 

Of course , people fail to realise that 
sponge can be very diss imi lar . Fl isberg's 
sponge is different from Dolinar's, and the 
Japanese sponge is quite unlike anything 
else in size, thickness and mater ia l .  There 
is less d ifficulty , in my opin ion ,  in dealing 
w ith the Japanese sponge than , say 
Flisberg's . On the other hand, the Jap� 
have far better bal l  control than the 
Swedish star ; and therein lies the heart of 
the whole matter. 

Natura lly, any player using sponge wil l  
se lect the mater ial w ith extreme care ; that 
is what everyone should do, anyhow . But 
w ith the orthodox pimpled sheet , what do 
you . see b ut players using any old thing 
and being quite content to get accustomed 
to it . People like this e ither haven't got a 
c lue or e lse are not interested enough to 
p ick the best . 

T he point is that a l l  of us old-timers , 
Szabados , Bellak and the rest , were very 
fussy indeed as to what sort of rubber we 
used . Why should the sponge p layer be so 
particular about his sponge, and the rubber 
player be so careless ? 

GOOD AND BAD 
Truly, I can't help smi ling when I hear 

about " slow ," " fast " or " med ium " 
rubber . What do they mean, anyway
good for defence , good for attack , or 
what ? I know only good and bad . If it 
is good , it should be good b oth for defence 
and attack because it gr ips the ball  well  
and so makes perfect control possible . 
In short , I have no doubt that the best 
rubber is better than the best sponge . 
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I think perhaps I have sa id enough 
about the relative qual it ies · of the two ·  
and I wish now t o  answer the many 
enquiries I have had recent ly, seek ing 
advice on how to play against sponge . As 
briefly as I can state it , th is is my advice :-
1. Chop as hard and as frequently as you 

can. Sponge veople don't like heavy 
chop. 

2. In general, treat every incoming stroke 
as you would treat a chop : that is to say, 
slide your racket under the ball, holding 
it practically horizontal. 

3. Whenever you can, hit ! but only once. 
If the ball comes back, don't hit again;  
chop, and wait for the next chance. 

4. When defending, go back one step 
further than usual. 

I do hope , for the game's sake , that I 
am right in think ing that r ubber is better 
than sponge. If I am wrong it is only to  
be  expected that everybody wi ll use the 
sponge bat; and w hat wi l l  happen then , 
wil l  not be a subject for guess-work . We 
have �een the final of the Wor ld Champion
ship at Wembley , and I saw the final of 
the Dutch Open just previously . On both  
occas ions two sponge-men p layed each 
other . Nob ody , in his wildest dreams, 
could have called these matches " spec
tacular ." T hey were not even worthy of 
being described as sporting events . 

Table Tennis is a young sport ; and 
it still needs nursing. Can the game stand 
any more World finals like the • last one ? 
Not many ·; but we needn't despair. The 
future of the game is assured ; furthermore, 
we know that the International Table Tennis 
Federation, the body responsible for its 
welfare and control throughout the world, 
is watching the situation and weighing up 
the threat, with the utmost care. I trust 
its counsel will be wise and that they will 
not let the sport down. 

BARNA'S NEXT ARTICLE 

wi l l  come to you from Ind i a  

where he  i s  coach i ng at  the  

i nvitat ion of  the  Governm e nt. 

The s u bj ect wi l l  be of h i s  own 

choos i ng, but whateve r it m ay 

be, you can not afford to m i ss 

i t ! 

Make sure by ordering your 
" Table Tennis Review " 

NOW 
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T R I P L E  W I N 

F O R  P A P P I N !  
Wesley Pappin, the Leinster Interprovincial 
and Irish International from Dublin, opened 
the Irish Table Tennis season with a real 
bang when he swept the boards by capturing 
all three titles in the Cork Open Champion
ships in October. 

But what a fight he had to put up against 
Tom Seacy, one of Cork's top ranking 
players, before he took the Men's Singles 
crown i n  a great five-se t final. It was a 
real thriller ; so close that over the five 
se ts, Pappin had only ten winning shots 
to spare over Seacy- 102 to 92. 

Yes, i t  was a memorable decider, with 
the Cork man showing a rare fighti ng 
spirit to hit back and level the match a t  
two se ts all, af ter losing the first two by 
desperately close margins. But the gallant 
Seacy could not keep up this dramatic 
revival, which had the home crowd 
thinking i n  terms of a Cork victory, as 
Pappin pulled out all he knew to race 
through the final set. 

Cork fa ns however did taste the fruits of 
victory when i n  a n  all-local Women's Singles 
final Miss F. Dawkins kept one of the 
ti tles " a t  home " by beating Miss M. 
Sullivan in  yet another grand match, which 
saw the winner coming from behind to 
c linch the issue in  a thrill-packed final set, 
in which the result was i n  the balance 
right up  to the winning shot. 

Big upset i n  the championships was 
caused by 21-year-old Willie Walsh of 
Galway who, in the second round of the 
Men's Singles, k nocked out Noel Kerr, one 
o f  Leinster's leading players, who with 
Pappin scored a n  all-Dublin victory i n  the 
final of the Men's Doubles. By his win 
Walsh has come right into the limelight, 
and I think we are going to hear a lot more 
of this you ngster from the West. 

RESULTS : 
Men 's Singles : W. Pappin (Dublin) 

beat T. Seacy (Cork) 21- 18 , 22-20, 20-22, 
18-21, 21- 1 1. 

Women's Singles : Miss F. Dawkins 
(Cork) beat Miss M. Sulli van (Cork) 
12-21,  21- 12, 21- 19. 

Boys' Singles : B. McMahon (Dublin) 
beat B. Markey (Cork) 21- 1 1 , 21-8. 

Men's Doubles : W. Pappin and 
N. Kerr (Dublin) beat J. Christie and 
T. Seacy (Cork) 21- 15, 16-21, 21- 19 . 

Women 's Doubles : Miss F. Dawkins 
and Mrs. S. Roberts (Cork) beat Miss E.  
Green and Mrs. M. Stokes (Cork) 23-25, 
21- 17 ,  21- 18. 

Mixed Doubles : W. Pappin (Dublin) 
and Mrs. S. Roberts (Cork) beat J .  
Christie (Cork) and Miss F. Dawkins 
(Cork) 21- 12, 21- 15. 
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Welsh Events 

to Note 

December l0th-Wales v. England
Mixed (Newport). 

December lOth/llth-Welsh Open
(Cardiff). 

December 13th-Wales v. Germany
(Neath). 

December 14th-Wales v. Germany
(Milford Haven). 

December 15th-Wales v. Germany
( Ogmore Vale). 

January 8th - Flintshire Open -
(Rhyl). 

January 22nd-Ireland v. Wales
Mixed (Dublin). 

January 29th-Swansea Open. 
February 12th - Gwent Open 

(Newport). 
February 18th-England v. Wales

Junior (Worthing). 
February 25th-Scotland v. Wales

Mixed (Aberdeen). 
March 26th - Ogmore Open -

(Nantymoel). 
April 9/llth-Welsh Closed Cham

pionships-( Cardiff). 

Kennedy Fails 

in Bid for Record 
Brian Kennedy (Leeds a nd England) 

failed in h is bid to equal Benny Casofsky 's 
record o f  winning the Men's Singles ti tle 
three years i n  succession i n  the Yorkshire 
" Open " Championships. 

Five o f  the six titles changed hands, with 
the ex-Yorkshire county player, J .  Hitch 
cock ( Halifax) re taining the Ve terans ' 
Sing les . 

The new Men's Singles holder is 
Johnnie Leach, who defeated Kennedy i n  
the final game 21-13, triumphed wi th 
Kennedy in the Doubles and achieved 
further success by winning the mixed event 
with Helen Elliot, Scotland 's No. 1 
woman player . 

Helen also won the Women's Singles 
a nd the Doubles with Mrs. J. Braddock 
(Manches ter ) .  

Big surprise in  the Women's Singles was 
the defeat of the Bradford Champion, 
Miss Joan Bycroft, by Mrs. M. Dyson 
( Huddersfield). 
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Midwinter Nightmare 
conjured up by S. DE LA M.ARE 

(And probably caused both by the success of Eastern European footballers 
and the news that a certain Eastern European country may compete for the 

first time in the World Table Tennis series). 

Time: Now. 
Scene: A State Training Camp for 

Table Tennis players, mi les from anywhere. 
The openi ng setting is a snow-covered field. 
A bleak Siberian wind is blowing and 
s now falls, chillingly, dismally, greyly. 

Dramatis Personae: Swaythling a nd 
Corbillon Cup candidates, Commissar of 
Training, State exper ts, officials, observers, 
s pecialists, coaches, sentries, etc .  

Commissar o f  Training (his • moustache 
stiff with ice). " We've been P.T.-ing only 
three hours, yet r see Comrade Ivan 
Orkwudsurv is breathing a li ttle heavily. 
I thought we were getting a little fit .  I see 
I was mistaken." ( He glares at his s quad, 
clad only in vests, shor ts, socks a nd 
plimsoles. The surrounding State experts, 
officials, observers, specialists, coaches, 
etc ., also glare, and many of them take 
notes). 

Senior Official: " Remember Chataway 
and Joseph Kues ! " (The whole assembly 
repeat the battle cry). 

The Candidates are given two more hours 
of drill. O nly when the snow is up to their 
thighs a nd impedes their moveme nts does 
the Commissar, after .a word with surround
ing State experts, etc., ca l l  a halt. 

Commissar: " Under State Regulation 
649/XEV/FB/123, Section 2b of the 
Inclement Weather Act, 1 948, I am 
empowered to ca ll a ha lt to proceedings. 

- - _ ....... - .J. V U..l. .::)CiCiU� lll\,..,lUU.1115 .1.H lCi.lHd. llUllCU.:) 

Ray Hinchcliffe (Yorkshire) and Ron 
Alcock (Lancashire ) .  On Saturday last, he 
won the Hul l and East Riding Open Men's 
Singles and Men's Doubles. 

" Last season, he won the Singles and 
Men's Doubles in the Hartlepools Open, 
the Mixed Doubles at the Grimsby Open 
a nd the Men's Singles and Mixed Doubles 
i n  the South Yorkshire Open. 

Arnold now works as a clerk i n  a Man
chester office, bu t still carries on with his 
e ntertaining, doing on an average two . 
shows a week." 
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We shall now proceed i nto the Film Hall 
for the day's opening lesson. Right turn, 
at the double, forward march. H'up, 
h'up, h'up." 

The Candidates, followed more sedately 
by the State experts, etc., double to the 
Film Hall, i n  which is a cinema screen, 
by the side of which s tands a blackboard. 
A n  e normous sign hangs from the roof. 
It a nnounces " Remember Chataway a nd 
Joseph Kues ! Take heed a nd learn ! " 

The Candidates sit on  backless s tools. 
A t  the back, i n  armchairs, sit the S ta te 
exper ts, etc. The Senior Official raps out 
an order a nd the film is screened. It shows 
the world's leading Table Tennis s tars, both 
in normal time and slow motion. The 
Candidates take notes, while a S tate 
Exper t points out the strengths and weak
nesses of each player. 

Af ter three hours, the film e nds. 
Observers, one for each stroke, take turns 
at  the blackboard, using diagrams to 
explain what tactics, as appl icable to a 
given stroke, to adopt against each player 
just viewed. 

Whe n  the session is over, the Senior 
Official orders the Candidates to the Food 
Hal l. Ther� closely watched by dietary 
officials, the Candidates are each given a 
chicken, four-inch-thick steak, six raw eggs, 
ha lf a pound of butter, a loaf, two pints of 
pure cream, four pints of frui t  juice, and 
six pounds of assor ted raw fru�ts. The 
Candidates eat silently, purposef ully. Near 

Continued on page 30 
.1..l.V.U.VU..l.U.V!J ..1. V L  -.JV .1.VJ.J.C,• .l.L, 0VV.l.l.l.;) I..L.lU.t,, .,..._1

.,_. 

chance of setting up a n  all-ti me record of 
six World Singles wins is too tempting to 
be overlooked. Cer tainly a nyone who can 
so convincingly · beat a 2 1 -year-old s tar of 
the calibre of Ros Rowe is not ready for 
the ashcan, not by a long chalk. 

Harangozo was said to be le�v:ing com
petitive play because he was • peeved a t  
not receiving " appreciation " • for being 
half the team to win a World title. 
Obviously the matter has, happily, been 
straightened, and Vilim is s till with us. 
May that long continue to be the case. 
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Kirkwood for Youth! 
A prompt reply to Robert "Are you too old ? "  Fenton 

* * * 
I MORE than suspect I am one of 

the critics who, said contributor 
Robert Fenton in the last issue (" Are 
you too old if you are still good 
enough ? "), " cry that our top-line 
males are growing too old to face the 
international cockpit-that youth must 
get its chances-and that Selectors 
should build for the future." 

Confessing most cheerfully that  the cap 
fits me perfectly , I accuse him of being 
contradictory , paradoxical and not k nowing 
his own mind .  

In  his ar ticle he  suggests ( 1) that " many 
critics and reporters " make extravagant 
claims for various young players; (2) says 
that " dark hints " are thrown out implying 
the Selectors coddle old favourites a t  the 
risk of losing matches ; and (3) asks if a 
man i s  to be dropped w hen he passes a 
certain age, irrespective of form. 

ADVOCATE OF YOUTH 
Firstly , can he specify even one of the 

alleged " many " critics he claims throw 
lavish praise on behalf of som e  youngster s  ? 
I don't know of any such claimants. I 
myself, an avowed advocate of youth, have 
suggested,  and do most emphatically 
suggest, that the time has come to try out 
such younger players  as Brian Kennedy 
and Brian Merrett-but no one who has 
read my ar ticles can say I have ever claimed 
or even hinted any lad to be a genius or  
anything like one. What I have said i s  
that certain boys are promising material 
ready fo r  and deserving o f  a c hance. 

On point two, why is  cri ticism of the 
Selectors for their seeming penchant to 
cling to old-timers construed as something 
rather sinister ? Even Selectors' can be 
wrong, honest triers though they may be. 
Are those i n  a posi tion to speak and wish 
p • ·- , - -- --, -- -- . -�  - . - -

Boys' Singles : B. McMahon (Dublin) 
beat B. Markey (Cork) 21-11, 21-8. 

Men 's Doubles : W. Pappin and 
N. Kerr (Dublin) beat J. Christie and 
T. Seacy (Cork) 21-15, 16-21, 21-19. 

Women's Doubles : Miss F. Dawkins 
and Mrs. S. Roberts (Cork) beat Miss E. 
Green and Mrs. M. Stokes (Cork) 23-25, 
21-17, 21-18. 

Mixed Doubles : W. Pappin (Dublin) 
and Mrs. S. Roberts (Cork) beat J. 
Christie (Cork) and Miss F. Dawkins 
(Cork) 21-12, 21-15. 
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years he has behind him . 
The wri ter then professes to want youth 

to have i ts chance-and goes to som e  
pains to show why they shouldn't ! 
" Do n't let u s  rush our fences," he warns. 
We field five over-thirties in our Swaythling 
Cup side, rank the same men as o ur top 
fiw players and look like taking the 
ar�na in the l 955 World Series wi th the 
quintet, and we are urged to be cautious t 

I may be crazy , but I see nothing i n  
choosi ng a couple o f  younger men to play 
with the best star veterans. Are we indeed 
" throwing youth to the lions " by blooding 
them in good time, and i n  good company, 
in the arena of international competition ? 
Must the youngsters wa it until those at the 
helm are decrep it and completely gone 
before they are given their break ? Is i t  
" panic " to press the Selectors to plan 
and act for the future  NOW ? 

RECKLESS ? 

Perhaps  Mr. Fenton  will agree with me 
tha t our top men can hardly be considered 
favourites to take the Swaythling Cup. 
Why not, then, give some of  the boys a 
break ? Or would that be reckless o f  u s  ? 

T he wri ter talks about experience 
necessary for all-round success. I f  our 
lads aren' t  given the right opportunities 
how i n  heaven's name can they gain 
experience ? If they fail , as they might, 
we can always try o thers. But we must 
experiment i f  we are to progress. 

Incidentally , J remind Mr. Fenton that 
the Japanese Swaythling side, u nquestion
ably the best in the world, was comprised 
of  players the most senior of  w hom was 22 
and the youngest 19. Proving ,  among 
o ther things, that bags of experience i sn't 
altogether essential to make a showing i n  
the top class. 

Mr. Fenton ends by asking, somew hat  
Joh;;�ie ":C��ch: -�h� d;f�·;;;d K���edy in  
the final game 2 1-13, triumphed with 
Kennedy in the Doubles and achieved 
further success by winning the mixed event 
wi th Helen Elliot, Scotland 's No. 1 
woman player . 

Helen also won the Women's Singles 
and the Doubles with Mrs. J .  Braddock 
( Manc hester). 

Big surprise i n  the Women's Singles was 
the defeat o f  the Bradford Champion, 
Miss Joan  Bycroft, by Mrs. M. Dyson 
( Huddersfield) .  
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He 
Makes ' em Talk ! 

NOW here 's a sound suggestion from 
Mr. G. Brown, Hon. Secretary of 

Inglewood (Sale) T. T. League, who wrote 
on November 7th. " It has occurred to me 
that an interesting series of articles for your 
magazine would be of various players who 
have hobbies." 

He goes on, " One such person is Arnold 
S hepherd of Sale, who is a ventriloquist. 
Arnold is a Cheshire County player for the 
fourth season  in successiorL He also plays 
i n  the Manchester League and has repres
ented Manchester for severa l years. 

" Arnold is 24 years of  age and this 
season he has won the Nor th Midlands 
Open Men's Singles and Men's Doubles 

ARNOLD AT " WORK " 

at Nottingham. In this, he defeated three 
of the four seeds includi ng Internationals 
Ray Hinchcliffe (Yorkshire) and Ron 
Alcock (Lancashire). On Saturday last, he 
won the Hull and East R iding Open Men's 
Singles and Men's Doubles. 

" Last season, he wo n the Singles and 
Men's Doubles in the Hartlepools Open, 
the Mixed Doubles at the Grimsby Open 
and the Men's Singles and Mixed Doubles 
in the South York shire Open. 

Arnold now works as a clerk i n  a Man
chester office, bu t still carries on with hi s 
entertaining ,  doing on an average two . 
shows a week ." 

21 

B e lg r ade 
Vic t o r y · 

A
NOTHER important national 

title came the way of fabulous 
twins Rosalind and... Diane 

Rowe, when they annexed the Yugo
slav Open Doubles crown at Belgrade, 
where the tournament was staged 
from November 6th-8th. A week 
previously they had taken the Austrian 
Open Doubles crown, with Ros 
further winning the Singles. 

T heir latest victory contirmed that they 
are u ndisputed queens of the Doubles 
realm. · In the final they beat the tough 
pairing of Austria's Linde Wer t! and 
Hungary 's Eva Koczian 21-14 , 21-1 3, 
1 3-21 , 21- 1 5. 

Ros progressed to the Singles final, but 
World champion A ngelica Rozeanu, that 
very brilliant Rumanian expert, was much 
too strong for her , winning 21-15, 2 1-13,  
21- 11. Ros also reached the final of the 
Mixed, bu t again had no luck. She and 
her partner , Yilim Harangozo, of Yugo
slavia ,  went under to the all-Hungarian 
combination o f  K. Szepesi and Koczian, 
21-1 3,  21-14 , 21-15. Ros and Vilim had 
beaten Diane and Johnnie Leach i n  the 
semis, 21-15, 1 3-21, 21-14 , 21-19. 

SITUATIONS CLARIFIED 
T he home country had two wins, 

Harangozo and Zarko Dolinar, as antici
pated ,  putting the Men's Doubles title 
under their belts, to join their joint World 
crown. T hey beat Leach and Tage Flisberg, 
the Swede, in the final to the tune of 
21-16 , 21-18 , 2 1-1 5. A nd Dolinar put i t  
across F Jisberg 18-21 , 21-12, 21-14 , 21-17, 
i n  the Singles final. 

T he tournament, incidentally , seems to 
have clarified situations reported during 
the summer. Rozeanu was said to be 
contemplating retirement, apparently feel
i ng that a t  34 the time had come for her to 
bid fa rewell to the game she has graced so 
honourably for so long. I t  seems that the 
c hance of setting up an all-time record of  
six World Singles wins i s  too tempting to 
be  overlooked. Certainly anyone w ho can 
so convincingly - beat a 21-year-old star of  
the calibre of  Ros Rowe is  not ready for 
the ashcan, not by a long c halk. 

Harangozo was said to be l eaying com 
petitive play because he was • peeved a t  
not r eceiving " appreciation " for bei ng 
half the team to win a World title. 
Obviously the matter has, happily , b een 
straightened, a nd Vilim is still with us .  
May that long continue to be  the case. 
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WORLD RANKING 

L IST 

1 954 - 55 

• 
M EN 

I .  Ogimura (Japan) 
2. Andreadis  

(Czechoslovakia) 
3. F l isberg (Sweden) 
4. Bergmann (England) 
5. Sido ( H ungary) 
6. Tomita (Japan) 
7. Dol i nar (Yugoslavia) 
8. Roothooft (France) 
9. M i les ( U .S.A.) 

1 0. H arangozo (Yugoslavia) 
1 1 . Tereba (Czechoslovakia) 
1 2. Van H oa (Vietnam) 
1 3. Leach (England) 
1 4. Stipek (Czechoslovakia) 

WOM E N  

I .  Rozeanu (Rumania) 
2. Eguch i (Japan) 
3. Wertl (Austria) 
4. Farkas (H ungary) 
5. Tanaka (Japan) 
6. R. Rowe (England) 
7. Watanabe (Japan) 

• 8. Kociian ( H u ngary) 
9. Pritzi  (Austria) 

I 0. D. Rowe (England) 
1 1 . Watel (France) 
1 2. H aydon (England) 
1 3. Best (England) 
1 4. Krejcova-Furstova 

(Cze_chos lovakia) 
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Australian Carnival 

at Perth 

DUE to the vast distance from the Eastern 
States, Perth did not see the large 

entry that these carnivals usually attract . 
However, all States were represented in 
both Men's and Women's events-indi
vidual and teams. 

In the Men 's Singles, Phil Anderson , the 
reigning champion , maintained his reputa
tion of being the best Table Tenni s player 
this country has produced, by successful ly 
defending his ti tle. His path to the final 
was by no means an easy one. . He was 
taken to five fu ll games by three players, 
Mark Dankin (N.S.W.) , A. Robinson 
Qld.) and G. Jennings (N.S.W.) . Dankin 
led 2-1 and Robinson 2-0, in their matches  
with Anderson. 

The Men 's Teams event was dominated 
by two States-Queensland (holders of the 
Spalding Shield) and New South Wales. 
Both teams were undefeated  until they 
met in the final tie . 

This  match saw Jennings at his very best 
and he won a ll three singles and led his 
team to victory with both doubles. In 
his singles with Anderson and Porter 
(Qld .) , Jennings acquired  a few net cords 
at crucial moments. At 19 all, with Porter 
in the deciding game. he got two net cords 
to win 21- 19 . This, of course, in no way 
detracts from Geoff's game and, as Barna 
has pointed out, "Luck is  part of the 
game " and "Luck evens i tself up in the 
long run." New South Wales won the 
match 6 rubbers to 5, taking the Shield 
from Queensland. 
RESULTS : 

MEN'S SINGLES : Semi-Finals-
P. Anderson beat A. Robinson -19, -19, 5, 
15, 13 . G. Jennings beat W . Bates (W .A.) 
9, -19, 14, 16 . Final-P. Anderson beat 
G. Jennings 19, 14, -12, -22, 16 . 

WOMEN'S SINGLES :-D. Shipp 
(N.S.W .) beat N. Buckland (Vic.) 15, 16. 

MEN'S DOUBLES : - Jennings/ 
Griffin (N.S.W .) beat Anderson/Porter 
(Qld.) -19,  -18, 9, 19, 13. 

BOYS' JUNIOR SINGLES : - B. 
Griffin beat N. Norman 14, 15. 

Austral ian rankings announced after 
the Carnival were :-

MEN 
1. P. Anderson (Qld.), 2. G. Jennings 

(N.S.W.), 3. H. Porter (Qld.), 4. M. 
Dankiri (N.S.W.), 5. A. Robinson (Qld.), 

WOMEN 
1. D. Shipp (N.S.W.), 2. N. Buckland 

(Vic.), 3. M. Bowler (N.S.W.), 4. S .  Irvin 
(Qld.), 5, M. Edwards (S.A.), 

WINTER ISSUE 1954 

London Notes 
M

ARGARET FRY, former Gloucester
shire County player and English 
International, is now representing 

Middlesex in the National County Cham
pionships. 

Margare t  has been residing and working 
in the London area fo r  the past two years, 
and thoroughly enjoys her numerous Table 
Tenni s matches for the West Ealing Club 
and the greater number of tournamen ts she 
can now enter. 

The Manor Place Baths at Walworth i s  
fast becoming a very popular venue for 
Table Tennis events, and rightly so , for 
it has good facilities for  playing , eating 
and cleaning up . 

This  season i t  i s  being used for the 
South London "Open " for the first time , 
the Central " Open " for the second time , 
and the London Business Houses' "Closed" 
C hampionships, for the third or fourth 
year running .  

Thi s  season the " Open " ti tles are being 
we ll shared out, whereas in previous years 
(especia lly imme diate post-war) the " top 
dogs " in each tournament were sure to 
carry off all the titles. T his, I maintain, 
proves that the general standard of play 
in England is rapidly rising . A glance a t  
the following resul ts shows that  Ken 
Craigie (Surrey) is the only player to win 
two Singles ti tle s :-

EAST OF ENGLAND 
MEN'S SINGLES. Winner : R . J . 

Stevens. Runner-up : K. Hurlock . 
WOMEN'S SINGLES. Winner : B . 

Gray. Runner-up : S. Jones. 
BUCKS. 

MEN'S SINGLES. Winner : K. 
Craigie. Runner-up : H. Venner. 

WOMEN'S SINGLES. Winner : S.  
jones. Runner-up : B . Milbank . 

NORTH OF ENGLAND 
MEN'S SINGLES. Winner : A. 

Simons. Runner-up : K .  Stanley. 
WOMEN'S SINGLES. Winner : R . 

Rowe. Runner-up : D. Rowe. 
BIRMINGHAM 

MEN'S SINGLES. Winner : R . Hinch
liff. Runner-up : D. Burridge. 

WOMEN'S SINGLES. Winner : H .  
Elliott. Runner-up : B . Milbank . 

.SUSSEX 
MEN'S SINGLES. Winner : D. Bur

ridge. Runner-up : H. Venner. 
WOMEN'S SINGLES. Winner : B . 

Milbank . Runner-up : J . Winn. ' 
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BARNA 

REPORTING 
FROM N EW DEL H I, I N DIA 

T
H E  A l l - India Champion
sh ips, wh ich I attended as 
the guest of the very hos

pitable Gaekwar of Baroda, 
were enl ivened more by the 
jun iors than the sen iors. 

Thirty-five-years-old Chandarana, 
back from his retirement, won . the 
Men's ti tle. The Ladies' Singles was 
taken by Nleena Pandari , who beat 
Sayeed Sultana. The Men's Doubles 
went to two Egyptians. 

T he youngsters, as I said before ,  
provided  the fire and sparkle . T he 
age limit here for juniors i s  16 and I 
must say there are several good 
prospects who seem to have the makings 
of champions. 

The Asiatic Championships are being 
held in Singapore from December 11 -
19 , and there is a chance that I shall be 
there-as an observer, of course . 

The venue for the 1956 World Series 
will be discussed at Singapore-and 
the general feeling , as I see i t, is that 
Singapore i s  preferred  to Japan a s  a 
tournament groun d. Asia, of course ,  
have the right to stage the 1956  cham
pionships. 

Most countries in thi s  part of the 
globe , incidental ly ,  would prefer the 
World tournament to be p layed every 
two years instead of annually. 

EASTERN SUBURBAN 
MEN'S SINGLES. Winner : K.  

Craigie. Runner-up : L . Adams. 
WOMEN'S SINGLES.  Winner : B . 

Isaacs. Runner-up : B . Milbank . 
SOUTH LONDON 

MEN'S SINGLES. Winner : H. 
Venner. Runner-up : I. Jones. 

WOMEN'S SINGLES. Winner : J . 
Winn. Runner-up : B . Isaacs. 
Bobby Stevens (Essex) is outstanding in 

doubles events, having won five Men 's 
Doubles ti tles ( three with Ivor Jones two 
with Bobby Raybould) and one Mixed 
Doubles with Yvonne Baker. 

Among the juniors, Terry Densham holds 
most ti tles, with three " Opens " to his 
credi t, as does Joy Fielder ( Kent), followed 
by Laurie Landry (Middlesex) and Florrie 
Wright (Yorks.) with two each. 

BARBARA MILBANK 

/ 
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Company - Right Dress ! 
. ry  B A R B A R A  M J L B A N K  

* * * 

V\THAT a difference there is in the outfits nowadays to those of only a 
few years ago ! (I am talking, of course, of Table Tennis kit 
although this applies to other outfits also.) ' 

. When I became interested in the game, 
s ix years ago , the vogue for the ' gentle 
sex ' was grey skirts, quite long . This in 
turn changed to slacks ,  then shorts with 
ma1_1y pleats , s horts w ith only one pleat, 
un ti l ,  more recently , straight shorts became 
popular . At presen t  it is a question of how 
much shorter to wear them ! 

!he Rowe Twins adopted a skating-type 
sk lft for several of their appearances. 
These were very becoming,  but I can't help 
feeling that the straight shorts look more 
bus iness I ike . 

SMART BOYS 
THE smart boys used to wear grey 

worsted slacks ,  and many folk were 
st unned when Johnnie Leach, on his 
return from the Continent a few years back 
sported a very brief pair of blue shorts'. 
H(_)wever , the practicabil ity of shorts (as 
bnef as you l ike, within reason) soon 
became apparent, and the " official " 
un iform as recognised by most is grey 
shorts and the E.T.T.A . Table Tennis 
shir t ;  there are no shir ts smarter than the 
official E .T.T.A . type, I think .  

Of course, track suits are THE TH ING 
for k�epin� warm while  waiting to  play , 
espec ially smce they were adop ted by the 
E.T.T.A . as part of the England team 's 
uniform. I believe Elsie Carrington was 
the first to introduce the fashion in this 
country , a t  which time others thought they 
were very funny . Why, I don 't know but 
new ideas take a time to get used to . ' The 
only snag with track suits is the amount of 
room needed in one's case for them . 

The s tandard of dress is now , thank 
goodness , better, but even so there are 
unfortunately s till many players who look 
u�tidy in ex-W.D. khak i shorts, d ir ty 
pl imsolls and socks . It not only l ets 
themselves down ,  but also gives the game 
a bad name w jth the casual observer. And 
I don' t like to mention it, but please wea; 
a clean shirt fo r  each evening's play. 

" WINMANSHIP " 
poR myself, when I take the trouble to 

look neat, with clean and ironed 
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clothes , clean wh ite plimsolls and socks 
I certainly feel hundred per cent . mor� 
prepared for my matches. I am sure you 
�ffender� would , too , if you try it . This 
1s admittedly psychological , but your 
opponent w ill also feel impressed and this 
may make him nervous ! Jus t a ;mall part 
of " Winmanship ." 

It's good to note that the E.T .T .A. has 
this season set up a Dress Committee to 
loo_k in t� al � matters apperta ining to dress , 
which w_1ll mclude not only clothing, but 
also design o f  badges for E.T .T .A. func
tions, etc .  A high standard at  the top 
should in time be reflected throughout 
clubs at every level . 

The " A N D READIS " Bat was used 
exclusively by that great Champion in 
al l his successes at Wembley. 

Y O U  can buy one for 8/6d. 
Together with the " VANA " at 8/9d. 
the " ADELE WOOD " at . . .  7/6d. 
and the " N I PPO N " sponge bat at 1 0/-

They are made sole ly  by :-

J. Rose & Son Ltd. 
Their wel l-known tables are :-

" TOU RNAMENT " ( I -in. top) £40 
" MATCH " (¾-in. top) £33 
" CLU B " . . .  (½-in. top) £24 
' '  PRACTICE ' '  (¾-in. top) £2 1 

All obtainable from the best retai l ers 
but, if any d ifficulty, write to :-

269/270, Argyl l  Avenue, 
Trad i ng Estate, S,lough , Bucks. 

Telephone :'---'-S'l�ugh • 20420 

' 
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N.E.C. Official seeks exclusion of 
' Registereds ' from Council 

B
ILL STAMP, the North-Western Regional Member, has forwarded a 
proposal for discussion by the Executive Council . . . . . .  a proposal 
which sdme consider to be an astonishing one, to ·say the least of it. 

The g is t  of Mr . S tamp 's motion is tha t 
Registered Players should not in future be 
allowed to be nominated for positions on 
the National Executive Council . And the 
reason why the N .W .  chief wishes to 
exclude them is because he apparen tly 
feels i t  isn't r ight that persons who earn 
money from the game should be in a 
position to affec t r esolu tions relating to 
the country's great �ass of " unregistered ," 
or non-money-earnmg , players. 

Mr . Stamp has a reputation as a hard
working and efficient official who has 
g iven many years' dis tinguished service to 
the sport , and none can doubt that he has 
forwarded his resolution after careful 
thought and wi th sincerity of purpose. 
But surely i t  is a very odd sort of notion ? 

Does he seriously believe-and,  on the 
face of it, it mus t be taken that  he does
that the handful of people  who earn a 
pound here and there by their talents are 
opportunists l ikely to try to force issues 
rewarding to themselves but detrimental to 
the average player ? 

This is what Victor Barna, Chairman of 
the Registered Players , has to say about it : 
" It is an insult to imply that Registered 
Players may be so concerned with earning 
all the money they can as to be temp ted to 
find ways and means of getting more, via 
the National Executive Council . 

" JUST PLAYERS " 
"We in Table Tennis have long been 

proud of the fact that we have no amateurs 
or professionals, bu t jus t players . Other 
sports point to us as a grand example of 
how to eliminate the curse of ' shamateur
ism.' Does Mr . Stamp wish to erect the 
pro-amateur barrier, and all i t  means , in 
our game ? It seems like it .  

" In any case, I wonder what the Hon. 
Ivor Montagu , Geoff Harrower , Jack 
Carrington and Leslie Woollard, all 
Reg istered Players , have to say ? They are 
members of the N .E .C.-and they give 
invaluable service to the game, regardless 
of time, expense and headaches. Is the 
proposal d irected aga inst them as well ?" 

One can hardly blame the R.P.'s 
Chairman fo r  feel ing tha t  way about it. 

What's the answer, Bill S tamp ? In all 
fairness to the Reg istered Players , the 
N .E .C., all affiliated players and yourself , 
you should explain, in precise terms , why 
you have seen fi t  to forward your proposal. 
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Wel l ,  is there ? 

I
S there a player living (or dead, for that 
matter) who hasn't at some time or 
other cursed himself for a fool, a dolt 

a shystering apology of a ping-pong dabbler, 
after losing an evenly fought match? . You 
know the sort of thing which brings , forth 
bitter self-criticism and moans of self-pity. 

We're fighting po in t  for point in the 
latter half of the deciding set and are 
perilously/happily (whichever you prefer) 
near the magic " 21 " mark. That's when 
the mood of indecision, the cause of all 
the trouble , hits us smack in the k isser . 
Shall we dig in and play cautiously, take 
no semblance of a risk , out-do Old Man 
Job himself in patience ?  Or shall we take 
a chance l ike a man and crack the tempting 
ball, and our fo e, to perd ition ?  

If our decision, whatever i t  is, comes 
unstuck . . . .  woe is us ! In addition to our 
own very real remorse at our failure, we 
have the extra burden of tak ing the strain 
of our somewhat displeased comrades ' 
" friendly " remarks. 

If our smashes were muffed , we were, of 
course, wild clots who panicked and 
chucked away the game in criminally 
r eckless fashion . If our defensive p hase 
saw us beaten at the post , then we were 
crummy s tick- in-the-muds too cowardly to 
play Table Tennis ,  dolts who deserved to 
be beaten for show ing no initiative when 
obviously the party at the other end was 
ready for the slaughter house . 

It is no consolation to know that had 
we won , our hi ts would have been haiied 
by the all-wise obser vers as masterpieces 
or our defensive phase eulogised as � 
superb strategical measure. 

I t  seems that whatever you do on such 
an occasion is compl etely and utterly 
wrong-if you lose. The fac t that a match 
has gone close seems to be enough  
thoroughly to convince us  poor mortals 
that  we had the match in the bag and only 
our own lunacy handed the sweets of  
victory on  a golden platter for  our enemy 
to n ibble. 

What makes me go all Hamlet l ike this ? 
The other eve I lost three close l eague 
games . I've been cursing myself in trip
l icate ever since. . . . . . G.H.w. 
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* SCOTTISH H IGHLIGHTS * 
THE Scottish Table Tennis Association has, this season, for the first ·time in its history, published an Official Ranking L ist, as follows :-

MEN 
1. V. H. GARLAND (Aberdeen). 
2. E. STILL (Glasgow). 
3. R. KERR (Edinburgh). 

{ 
J. CAMPBELL (Glasgow). 

4-6. A. METCALFE (Glasgow). 
M. McMILLAN (Glasgow). 

7-8 { A. D. CULLOCH (Paisley). • R. L. FORMAN (Dundee). f G. S. FRASER (Edinburgh). 
T. GILMOUR (Dundee). 9-12•1 A. K. LAIDLAW (Edinburgh). 

l E. A. TEASDALE (Edinburgh). 
WOMEN 

1. Miss H. ELLIOT (Edinburgh). 
2. Mrs. I. CABABE (Edinburgh). 

� 
Mrs. 0. HAWKINS (Glasgow). 
Miss H. M. HOULISTON 

3-6. (Edinburgh). 
Mrs. M. JOSEPHSON (Glasgow). 

l Mrs. M. MATTINSON (Glasgow). 
It is the intention that those bracketed 

together are recognised as being of equal 
offic ial status. For th is reason the rank ing 
is markedly non-committal, bu t it is a t 
least  a l ist, wh ich has been badly needed 
for some time, and we may hope that next 
season the powers that be w ill have more 
confidence in their own judgment and 
g ive us a more defin itive Rank ing L ist. 

REINFORCEMENT for Renfrew Foun-
dr ies, who, as I repor ted last  issue are 

without May Mattinson th is year, come 
in the shape of Mrs. Rena Barr (nee Tolan). 
Mrs. Barr has played for Scotland and won 
the Wes t  of Scotland Women's Singles 
title . Three years ' absence from competi
tive play, however, may prove too much 
of a handicap to be overcome in the first 
two or three matches . Never theless, by 
about mid-season, Renfrew are sure to 
reap the benefit of th is s igning. 

AS I predicted last  issue,. the adven t of 
, May Mattinson to the Dalmal s ide 

has made a cons iderable d ifference to the ir 
playing strength. Firs t to taste the new 
mixture were the formidable' Maccab i 
Institute s ide, who lost  5-4 to Dalmal 
recently. Fur ther upsets will not surpr ise 
me . A t the moment it looks as if the 
league championsh ip will develop into a 
three-cornered battle involving Renfrew 
Foundr ies, Dalmal and Maccab i Institute. 

SCOTTISH CALENDAR 
December 3rd , 1954, International v. 

Ireland, Govan Town Hall , Glasgow. 
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4th/5th, Scottish Open Championships, 
Hamilton. 

January 9th, 1955, Murrayfield Open , 
Edinburgh. 21st/22nd , West of Scotland 
Open , Glasgow. 

February 5th, Midland Open , Dundee. 
12th/13th, Semi-finals Inter League Cham
pionship. 25th, International v. Wales, 
Herdew. 26th, North of Scotland Open , 
Aberdeen. 

March 5th, Lanarkshire Open , Hamilton. 
12th/13th, Final , Inter League Champion
ship. 

April 9th/10th, Scottish Closed Cham
pionships, Edinburgh. 

AN overdue bouquet is hereby addressed 
to Edinburgh 's M iss Helen Houliston. 

In the Daily Mirror Tournament las t  
season, M iss Houliston went to the Alber t  
Hall, London, and came away with both 
the Girls ' and the Women's S ingles titles. 
For a young and relatively inexper ienced 
player, Miss Houliston d id very well to win 
the senior title, espec ially as the final was a 
particularly steamy affa ir, finish ing at 
25-23 in the final se t. Many vastly more 
exper ienced players would have lost  the 
place in such hectic c ircumstances. I use 
the phrase " young and relatively in
exper ienced player " advisedly, for there 
are always those who are prepared to hustle 
the promis ing teenager towards the s tars ; 
there is the old Scottish say ing, '' ye maun 
creep afore ye gang." I will say, however, 
tha t I hope to see young Helen p icked to 
play for her country against  Ireland. 

JN the pas t  few seasons we have bea ten 
I reland twice, both times in Ireland, bu t 

I th ink that th is time we have more than a 
chance to beat them on our own soil. 
Scotland's recent policy of stick ing to a 
youthful s ide in the face of heavy defeats 
should star t  to pay off th is season. Last  
season we came w ith in an ace of beating 
Wales . 

Though th is season has star ted w ith a 
heavy defea t by England, th is was no t 
exactly a surpr ise, and I am hoping that 
the game agains t  Ireland will be a very 
d ifferent story. Unfor tunately, we w ill 
again be w ithout Ber tie Kerr, who is a t the 
moment w ith the Forces in Germany, bu t 
I feel that if Miss Houliston is g iven her 
chance, and plays up to her recent form, 
and Alec Me tcalfe replaces McM illan, who 
has not qu ite found h is old self for some 
time now, we may wel l do the tr ick . 

G.R .W. 
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South Lond6n ' Open ' 
BY OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

H
ARRY VENNER (Surrey) won the 
Men's Singles title, beating all his 
opponents in straight games. The 

first game of the final against Ivor Jones 
(Essex) was exceptionally fast,  with both 
counter-hitting very angled shots ; Jones 
led up to 19, but then Venner clinched the 
next three points. In the second game, 
however , Ivor was more slap-dash, and 
soon found himself trailing far behind and 
lost game 13. 
Venner beat the previous holder, Jack ie 

Head (Surrey), in the semi-final, and Tony 
Miller (Surrey) 13, 14, and Micky Thornh ill 
(Middlesex) 12, 16 in prev ious rounds. 

Jones played well against  a determined 
Derek Burridge (Middlesex) in h is semi, 
w inning 12, -17, 14, and earl ier v ictims 
included Ken Cra ig ie (Surrey), the No. 2 
" seed," 14, 21; Bobby Mackay _(Warwick-s.) 
17, 18, and Alan Sherwood ( Middlesex) 11, 
-20, 22. 

To reach the semi-finals, Burr idge bea t 
Len Adams ( Middlesex), No. 3 " seed," 
14, 9 ;  Ron E ther idge (Ken t) -19, 14, 17 ; 
and Jack ie Head beat J. Parker (Wembley) 
-16, 13, 18, the la tter having beaten Alan 
Rhodes (Middlesex). Bo th E ther idge and 
Parker play with sponge .  

O ther good performances were :  Mike 
Darl ington (Essex) beat J immy L?we 
(Middlesex) -18, 18, 17; Ron E thendge 
beat Keith Hurlock (Surrey) -14, 1 5, 10; 
Peter Pudney (Essex) beat Bobby S tevens 
(Essex) -20, 17, 17, and Jack Carr ington 
(Essex) beat Les Sawyer (Essex) -14, 15, 
17. 

In the " Group " ma tches, John _Hunt 
( Herts.) bea t Tony Miller 23, 17, al though 
Miller was Group winner; Bobby S tevens 
beat Peter Shead (Sussex) 11, 17, and Pe ter 
Pudney beat Roy Turner (Surrey) 15, -18, 
19. 

WOMEN 'S SINGLES 
Although los ing 4-10 and 13-17 in 

the th ird game of the final against  Be tty 
Isaacs (Surrey), Jean W inn (Surrey) fought 
gamely back to w in a t 17. Jean found 
Be tty's defence practically as firm as a 
rock and many of her usual " k ill " shots 
wer; re turned with comparative ease. Jean 
won -18, ·16 , 22. 

The semi-final between Jean W inn and 
Yvonne Baker ( Essex) was, as a t the 
Sussex " Open," very exc iting and was 
Jean's "closest shave," -18, 16, 22. 
Jean also bea t Margaret Fry ( Middlesex) 
16 10 and Doreen Spooner (Middlesex) 12, 
10 '. Be tty Isaacs bea t Barbara Milbank 

27 

(Essex) in her semi 19 , 15, and Joy Seaman 
(Middlesex)-prev ious title-holder- 10, 12  
in the quar ter -final. • 

By-the-way results : Yvonne Baker beat 
Jean Mackay (Warwicks.) 18, 11 and 
J ill Rook (Surrey) 12, 14. 

MEN'S DOUBLES 
The holders of th is title ( I .  . Jones/ A. 

Sherwood) lost  to Bobby Stevens / Bobby 
Raybould (Essex) in the final 20, 1 5, af ter 
beating Crayden/Adams 18, 15, and 
Rhodes /Craig ie 17, 18 in the semi- and 
quarter -finals. 

Stevens /Raybould also d id well to beat 
Venner /Lowe (No. 2 "seeds ") 19, -17, 
20, Head/Hurloc� 20, -20, 12 and 
Burr idge/Thornh ill 18, -17, 11. 

WOMEN'S DOUBLES 
The final was a repeat of the Eastern 

Suburban " Open " the previous week. 
Jean W inn/Joy Seaman scraped _ home 
agains t  Barbara M ilbank /Els ie Carr ington 
(Essex) in the first game, 21, and won the 
second a t 18, thus retain ing the ir title. 

W inn/Seaman beat Jill Rook /Pam Gall 
-18, 19, 15  in their semi, and Milbank / 
Carr ington bea t Jean Mackay/Doreen 
Spooner 19, 16, Peggy P iper /Yvonne Baker 
16, 18 and Betty Isaacs /Margaret Fry -14, 
9, 9 in the ir half of the ' draw.' 

MIXED DOUBLES 
The final between J immy Lowe/ Betty 

Isaacs and Alan Rhodes /Jean W inn was 
abou t the best  match of the n ight, the 
former pair winning 20, 19, after beating 
Ron Crayden/Jill Rook 11, 14, Alan 
Sherwood/Pam Gall 10, 20, Len Adams / 
Els ie Carr ington -19, 12, 13 and Derek 
Burr idge/Peggy P iper 11, 9. 

The runners-up, Rhodes /Winn, beat Jack 
Carr ington/Barbara Milbank 9, 14, Bobby 
and Jean Mackay 19, 13, Bobby Stevens / 
Yvonne Baker (title-holders ) 16, 14, and 
Ivor Jones /Doreen Spooner 19, 19. . A 
notable win was recorded by John Hunt/ 
Jane t White over Micky Thornh ill/Margaret 
Fry 1 5, 1 5. 

JUNIOR SINGLES 
The finals of the Boys ' and Girls ' S ingles 

were played off before Finals Night; Terry 
Densham (Surrey) bea t Eddie !fo�son 2_1, 
8 (Hodson beat Laur ie Landry m h is semi), 
and Joy Fielder (Ken t) beat Beryl Spooner 
5, 16. 

Top marks for organisation and playing 
conditions. 



TABLE TENNIS REVIEW 

by KENNETH RAWNSLE Y . . .  KEEP-F IT DEPARTM ENT 

llfllHlnE ·(CO JILJID) "VA]lll ! 

D
O you " take cold ? " If chills and influenza lay you low, 
sapping vitality and preventing you from taking part in your favourite 
sport during the winter months-if colds are " getting you down "

THEN THIS IS THE ARTICLE YOU'VE WAITED FOR !  
Winter is here and Christmas is coming . 

This is i t  ! The season of " goodwi ll  to 
al l  men ." You have earned the respite 
(or a t  least I hope you have !) so enjoy 
yourselves-eat, drink and be merry while 
you have the chance-for believe me, you 
are soon to embark on War-THE COLD 
WAR ! I t  i s  now we see that  undignified 
and heart-breaking army of men, women 
and little children bravely battling against 
a bombardment of colds, coughs, sneezes 
and influenza ! Does 'flu pay i ts yearly 
call a t  your home ? If not then you're 
lucky ! 

I t  is difficult in this so-called "en 
lightened " age to envisage any other 
single complaint which wreaks greater 
havoc on body and mind than does the 
common cold wh ich, if i t  is not a ttended 
to quickly and naturally can lead to 
influenza, pleurisy, pneumonia and more 
serious diseases . Though millions of 
pounds and thousands of research hours 
are yearly being expended, this-in spi te of 
serum injections and numerous " cold 
cures "-stark fact remains that, like the 
poor, this deadly enemy is always with us ! 

There are many reasons for such a s tate 
of affairs, not the least of which are ( 1 )  a 
changeable c limate and (2) the wrong 
approach to living . 

Yes, I know you eat al l  the good 
food your pocket wil l  al low; but is i t  
N O URISHING food ? I'll be t  some of 
i t  isn't ! Again, you may take great care 
of yourself, wrapping up in warm c lothing, 
but that  is not sufficient ! 

You " take cold " more of ten during the 
winter simply because the outside tempera
ture of the body is higher than is the 
interna l  ! By wrapping yourse lf up  well 
you are, at least, ensuring that  the whole 
area of the body is kept warm, but that  is 
not sufficient .  You must ensure that  the 
internal heat is greater than the external .  

Don 't " Make-Do " 
HOW do you do this ? By taking into 

your s tomach hot liquids, hot foods 
(not sandwiches please !)-that's one way, 
though of course there are others too . If 
for reasons of travelling or lack of neces.�ary 
facilities your work does not permit you to 
buy hot lunches, then don't for goodness' 
sake " make do " with cold sandwiches ! 
Get a wide-mouthed Vacuum jar and take 

your hot lunch in that-you' ll be surprised 
how better you feel during the afternoon ! 
They are cheap and last for years ! 

One of the finest ways of combating 
chills is to take stimulants but, here again, 
as in treating any o ther physical condition 
you must resort only to NAT URAL 

• s timulants-not the alcoholic kind . .  When 
you resor t to whisky or rum you merely 
get temporary s timulation and that  is not 
sufficient. You need a form of s timulation 
which wi l l  last the whole day through. 

The finest natural s timulant is Composi
tion Essence . If you go to a herb shop you 
wil l  be able to purchase a large bottle for a 
shi lling . Cheap enough ! Use it in mi lk 
or water or add a teaspoonful to your 
morning cup of tea and you wi ll not feel 
cold during the daytime ! Eat nourishing 
foods-honey, cereals, shredded wheat, 

' wholemeal bread and any other natural 
foods calculated to put energy into you and 
maintain vitality .  If you can maintain 
that vi ta lity you wi ll not have much to 
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fear . 
But wha t  happens when you DO get a 

cold, cough or an attack of influenza ? 
Well, tha t  depends on how you treat i t  ! 
What happens when you do resort to 
"patent " remedies ? The drugs contained 
in them merely suppress the symptoms , 
keeping them "under control," B UT 
ONLY FOR T HE T IME BE ING ! Sooner 
or later (usually in a matter of two hours) 
the oid symptoms come to the surface again 
and then you take another tablet and so 
the endless round goes on . Never at any 
time do you thoroughly shake them off. 

Stood the Test 
I will  tell you what to do the next time 

you feel a co ld coming on-and this 
remedy which has stood the test of time 
wi ll a lso save you from o ther complications 
and can be taken if you should get 
influenza ! 

If possible, go to bed and put a hot water 
bottle a t  the feet. Get someone to prepare 
this medicine : 1 oz. E lderflower Herb, 
1 oz .  Peppermint and 1 oz. Yarrow . Mix 
well, pour a pint of boiling water over i t, 
sweeten with honey or treacle and drink a 
cupful as hot as possible .  The next morning 
you will fee l like jumping over a five;barred 
gate and the symptoms wil l  not bother you ! 

Continued on page 30 

If it's· TABLE TENNIS 
it must be ALEC BROOK • • • 

WHY ? Because thousands of clubs and players know we have I T  in stock 

X MAS GIFTS . . 
Cuff Links . T .T .  Ba ts - S.P ., 7/6 pair - Gilt, 8/6 pair - S ilver, 27/6 pa ir .  
Attractive S .P. Spoons, with T .T .  tops, 7/6 each . Lapel Badges-Crosstd T .T .  

bats and name of  C lub . 
TABLES 

ALEC B ROOK Official an In ternationa l Tab le £39 16s. 6d. 
Jaques Tournament Tab1e £44 17s. 6d. Jaques ½" C lub Tab le . . £22 15s. 0d. 

All Tab les in stock-Carriage paid-H .P. terms-Part exchange . 

BATS . · · h The new Jap type "Mikado " Sponge Bat gives amazmg spm, w it greater 
control in a ttack or defence . . . . . . . . . . . . 12/6 each 

Sponge Rubber, 1 /9 piece . Ba t Rubber-Fast, Medium, Cont inental or S low, 
1/3 piece. Re-covering, 4/6. Sponge, 5/6. 

CLOTHING 
Shirts, Official E .T .T .A., Navy, Royal, Green or Maroon 19/4 each 

Non-official, in same colours . . . . . . 14/1 1 ,, 
Barna Shirts 21/- each . Ladies' 18/6 ,, 

Zipcheaters-Full Zip, T .T .  colours . 32/6 ,, 
Track Suits-Continenta l style . . ,52/6 each . W ith C lub colo_urs 5�/6 
Shorts-Grey Tai lored Worsted , 45/- pair . Ray�n,, 26/6 pa1� .  Attractive G�ey 

Drill, 27/6 pair . Corduroy, turn-up, Ladies , 34/6 pa ir . 
CLUB B ADGES- Any design , competitive prices, send rough sketch for quotation 

. (without obligation). 
Klix House , 85, Duke Street , Grosvenor Square, London,, W.1. Tel. : M AY fair 3 1 1 3/5775 

Legal Fund Raisers for Bona-fide Clubs. 
Cricket, Footbal l, Greyhounds, Jockeys, Letter 
Doubles. * CloakroQ,n Tickets - Draw Tickets -
Stopwatch Cards - Problem ·Name Cards * 

SEND FOR PRICE LIST TO :-

MITCHAM, SURREY. 
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TABLE TENNIS REVIEW 
T H E  COLD WAR Continued.from page 28 

If possible drink a cupful during the daytime 
and in any case a cupful last thing at night. 

If you prefer it, there are numerous 
essences on the market containing these 
ingredients and are just as efficacious and 
easy to prepare . 

If you are inclined to be " chesty," 
possibly through not taking proper care of 
yourself, then here is a remedy which also 
has stood the test of time. Take 1 oz. each 
of Elderflower Herb, Peppermint, Yarrow 
and Horehound. Prepare as previously 
described and take warm in teacupful 
doses whenever you get an attack of 
coughing. You will be surprised how 
quickly you obtain relief, and there will be 
no danger of getting complications either ! 
It's as safe as lying in bed ! Of course, 
should you get a severe attack of influenza 
then you must take Elderflowers, Pepper
mint and Yarrow every three hours and 
stay in bed until the temperature has gone 
down. 

For goodness' sake don't take a hot 
infusion and then take part in a game, 
otherwise you may find yourself playing 
somewhere else ! If required in the case 
of a cold take a cupful during the daytime. 
Providing you limit it to three times a day 
you do not need to worry, but if you take 
it more often you will get a " sweat on " 
and then trouble will come along. 

If colds " sap " your energy then add a 
l ittle Composition Essence to the medicine 
I have prescribed. It wil l  tone you up and 
give you some degree of stimulation, 
keeping your spirits up and the temperature 
down ! 

" Secret " Method 
HAVING found the - "  secret " method 

of combating colds and keeping them 
down to a minimum ( even herbal remedies 
cannot keep them away entirely) you will 
naturally want to know how to combat 
that " tired feeling " associated with 'flu
you know the symptoms-the general 
lassitude, the " could-not-care-less " atti
tude ; the sleepy feeling ; " don't-want-to
go-to-work " spirit (some people get this at 
other times too !) and a feeling of intense 
weariness and depression . Here is another 
remedy just as effective. Get 1 oz. 
Mistletoe, 1 oz. Valerian and 1 oz. Gentian. 
Mix well, pour over them one pint of 
boiling water and flavour with honey or 
treacle. Take a wineglassful COLD four 
times a day, preferably half an hour 
before meals and you wil l  soon be " fighting 
fit ! " 

Gentian is the finest herb known for 
creating an appetite and it will prevent 
that " sickly •• feeling too ! 

li at any time you wish to contact me, 
your S.O.S. will not go unheeded providing 
you enclose a stamp. The Editor will forward 
all letters. 

M I DWINTER N IG H T M A R E  Contd. from page 19 

the end one or two show signs of slowing up. 
Chief Dietary Expert, " Comrade Olga 

Poushemova, you are not doing your duty 
to yourself or the State. Eat, or Miss 
Eguchi will take advantage of you. 
Remember Chataway and Joseph Kues ! " 

Spurred on by this sinister warning, the 
Candidates put in a brave spurt and finish 
every scrap in 30 seconds dead. They are 
then ushered to the Sleeping Hall, where 
they are escorted to their cots. By each 
door and window stands an armed sentry, 
and State experts, etc. ,  sit by with watches 
and note-pads . A gramophone plays a 
lullaby to sooth the athletes to sleep. 

Four hours later the Candidates are 
roused, taken to the Bath Hall, where 
after a supervised shower and massage 

, they are given electrical, orthopaedic, 
therapeutic, trichinological, dental and 
chiropody treatment. They are then 
X-rayed, psycho-analysed, weighed and 
examined muscle by muscle. 
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A State Observer makes a detailed report 
on each Candidate, and Comrade Boris 
Chopenoff is expelled immediately for 
being half-an-ounce overweight and a 
millimetre deficient in bicep development. 
The Senior Official orders a minor official 
to radio the State Headquarters of Sport 
for another Candidate. He returns five 
minutes later to report that Comrade 
Stefan Heftikrak is already en route by 
plane to the Camp. 

Under Escort 
The Candidates are then taken to the 

Forehand Hall and a Table Tennis table, 
flanked by sentries. 

Life-size action pictures of the world's 
best forehand players crowd the walls. 
Dominating everything is the slogan, 
" Remember Chataway and Joseph Kues ! " 

Each Candidate in turn goes to the table, 
where the State Forehand Specialist 
demonstrates and lectures . Then follow 
visits to the Backhand Hall, Service Hall, 
Footwork Hall, Attack Hall, Defence Hall, 
Dropshot Hall, Middle-game Hall, Spin 
Hall, and other Halls covering every shot 
and phase of the game. Candidates and the 
etc., finally go to the Practice Hall, where 
the Candidates engage each other, every 
stroke being supervised by the particular 
specialist concerned. 

At every stage film shots had been taken 
and together with notes and reports these 
will later be sent to the State Headquarters 
of Sport by escorted plane, for scrutiny 
and comment. 

Now the Candidates are ordered to the 
Supper Hall and . . . . . .  (at this point the 
nightmare victim awoke screaming and in 
a sweat, but happy that he was a self-taught 
player who once won a game in the third 
division of a minor league). 

World Table Tenn is Championshi ps 
A T  W E M B L E Y 

(;,, )( ;�{) ··············••'' 
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SPALDING 
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.�,,.· 
,,.,,. ... -
/' TABLE TEN NIS  BALLS 

./'· Vi l la XXX 
. .:- •  for World Championships. 

Official ly Approved by I .T.T.F., 
E.T.T.A., etc. 14/6 doz. 

Vil la X X  
For Match play, 

E.T.T.A., Official 8/6 doz. 
Other Bal Is from . . . 3 /7 doz. 

(A// prices include Purchase Tax). 
Spalding Table Tennis Equipment 
includes :-
BATS, N ETS, TABLES, SHOES, ETC. 
Obtainable from your Sports Dealer. 

A .  G .  S P A L D I N G  & B R O S .  L I M I T E D  ( E s t .  1 8 7 6 )  
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t h e  w o r d ! 

t h e  w o r d  
fo r To ffe e  

EDWARD SHARP & SONS LTD. 

" The Toffee Specialists" 

OF MAIDSTONE 

Co�diti�ns of Sale _: " TABLE TENNIS REVIEW " shall not, without t he written consent of the Publishers, 
be lent, hired out or resold except at the full retail price of 1/- or otherwise disposed of in a !llu�ilated 
condition or in any unauthorised cover, by way of Trade ; or affixed to or as pai:t of any publication or 
advertising, literary or pictorial matter whatsoever. December 1st, 1954. 

The BARNA ' Championsh i p ' Table 
Of simple, sturdy design, speedily set 
up, firm as a rock, easy to stow-yes, 
the Barna ' Championship ' is points 
ahead of any other table. Built 
throughout of first-grade seasoned 
hardwood the Barna table has a one
inch thick playing area finished in 
dark green in a hard matt nitrocellu
lose lacquer, giving i t  a perfectly flat, 
even surface. 
During play the hinged legs are held 
firmly in position by quick-acting 
bolts ; in stowage, button clips keep 
them flush to the underside. At the 
table centre recessed side-rails give 
ample space for net fixing. 

A VA ILA BLE ON HIRE PURCHASE 

TERMS TO RECOGNISED CLUBS 

AND ORGA NISA TIONS 

including £5 . 16 . 2 
Purchase Tax 

B A TS 
Barna 1 0/- each i nc. P.T. 
'Al pha ' model 6/3d. inc. 
P.T. 

B A L L S  
Barna Th ree Crown 14/6d. 
per doz. inc. P.T. 
Barna Two Crown 8/6d. 
per doz. i nc. P. T. 
'Al pha ' 6/6d. per doz. i nc. 

, P.T. 

S P O R T S  

USE B A R N  A 
EQUIPMENT FOR 
' CHAJV1PIONSHIP ' PLAY 

P O S TS  
Per pair 1 4/4d. i nc. P.T. 

N E T S  
Barna Standard 8/3d. i nc. P.T. 
Green Leno Cloth 6/ I Id. i nc. 
P.T. 

E (J U I P M E N T 
D U N L O  P S P O R T  S C O M P A  N f L I M I T  E D • 2 0 N E W B O N D S T  R E E T  • L O N D O N W. I 

-4S/TTlA 

TH IS LABEL 

is you r  guarantee of  a Regu lat ion 
Pattern Tab le  Ten n is S h i rt at a 
reasonable price. 

All Popular Colours 

1 4/1 1 EACH 

and to com p l ete you r  o utfit, 
Bu kta " Action-Cut " Tab l e  
Ten n is Shorts a r e  avai l ab l e  at 

M E N 'S 27/6 per 
fr0m PAI R 

LADIES'  JO/ per  
from • PAIR 

O BTAINABLE FROM ALL GOOD 

SPORTS OUTFITTERS 



* J A Q U E S 
th.e name 
to remember 

�s ,r.'J. 
J �QlJ 

CLUB T O U R NA M E NT . . .  . . .  £44 . 17 . 6 

J4 Q IJ ll 
LEAG U E  (stained under-carriage) . . .  £38 . 7 . 6 
With JAQUES SUPERFAST SURFACE. / "  nominal 

LIG HTWEI G HT CLUB (½") . . .  . .. £22 . I S . 0 

In true S 
Japanese style 

' J A P B A T '  
Since JAQUES gave the lead in the Japanese type of 
T.T. Bat there have been many imitations. But 
• JAPBAT ' is made to the identical design of the bat 
as used by the Japanese champions at Wembley, 1954 
SAME SHAPE - SAM E  SIZE - SAM E TYPE OF RU B B E R  

and only 9 f 6 each,. inc. P.T. 

-iC -iC 
-iC -iC 

1( 1( 
1( 1( 

WHY PAY MORE ? * 1( 1( 
--tc *

1< 
' B A N Z A I '  i( 

� i( 1( Standard shaped blade covered both sides with green 

i( � "'7' 
sponge. Gives great control over the ball 

* iC J 0/ 6 each, inc. P..T. * * * Po not be put off. Send us name and address of your 

* * sports dealer if any difficulty. You can be supplied, * . by re.turn, from stock 
Obtainable 

* * * Also JAQUES famous 
from all good sports * * • HAYDO N ,' ' STAN LEY • and 
shops. Send today for fully 

* * other  Autographed Bats 
illustrated catalogue free on request * 

* 
J O H N 

* * * 
J A Q U E S  * * * 
& S O N ,  LT D .  

WH ITE H EATHER WORKS • TH ORNTO N H EATH • SU RREY 

by JAQUES - that's good ! Printed by The Liverpool Printing and Stationery Company Limited, in England at Mercer Court, Redcross Street, Liverpool, 1, for the Publishers, B.F.R. Publications, Ltd., Exchange Alley, Old Hall Street, Liverpool, 3. 


